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Founding Fathers Award 
Long time CEFT member Grace Skrivanek was awarded the Maresh-

Skrivanek-Kacir Founding Fathers Award in recognition of her 

dedication and outstanding service to the CEFT in its goal of 

preserving the Czech language and culture in Texas. Grace (Anders) 

Skrivanek of the Greater Cooks Point Community in Burleson County, 

Texas, was born March 23, 1916 in San Antonio, Texas, the oldest 

daughter of Noah T. and Hattie (Montour) Anders. A graduate of 

Robert E. Lee High School in Houston, she received her teacher’s 

certificate from Southwest State Teachers College in San Marcus, now 

Texas State University. It was during this early part of her career that 

she met and married Joseph Skrivanek, Jr. They taught in the El 

Campo, Rosenberg area until moving to College Station where Grace 

taught elementary education P. E. and English at Crockett and Sul 

Ross Schools. 
Joe and Grace began their family in 1945 with the birth of their 

first son Joseph Skrivanek III, and their second son Thomas A. 

Skrivanek in 1947. Grace baked many a dozen oatmeal cookies and 

“the best apple pies” during those family years. Her home was always 

open to the many friends of her husband and sons. Ask Grace to tell 

you the stories surrounding family vacation all over the United States. 

The family moved to Burleson County in 1957 where Grace continued 

to teach until retiring in the late 70’s. 

Grace remains active in the operating of the family ranch along 

with her son Joey. She is an avid reader and a member of the A&M 

United Methodist Church in College Station, the Czech Heritage 

Museum in Caldwell, the Retired Teachers Assn, the Czech Cultural 

Center in Houston, the Eastern Star, and the Czech Educational 

Foundation of Texas.  

The CEFT was a big dream of Mr. Joseph Skrivanek, Jr., one of 

the original founding fathers of the organization. Following his death in 

1991, Grace continued to champion that dream serving as President 

of our organization and continuing as an active Director showing the 

importance that Grace holds in her heart for education. 

All of the above made the choice of the Founding Fathers Award 

Committee an easy task. We are proud to present this award to Mrs. 

Grace Skrivanek. She will always be our “Amazing Grace”. 

 

 

I know that members of CEFT will be pleased to see this newsletter. 

For a long time we’ve been discussing the need for officers and 

directors to communicate with all our members on a regular basis and 

to “get the word out” about our programs to a broader audience. Let’s 

all thank the members of the new Newsletter Committee for their hard 

work—Cindy Pustejovsky Belknap, Clarice Marik Snokhous, and 

Diane Sulak Wilson—and let’s keep in touch with them, passing along 

important information about upcoming events in our area and 

developments at our big endowment programs at UT-Austin, Texas 

A&M, and UNT. We’ve devoted a lot of time and resources to these 

programs, but we need to let people know what’s happening. Publicity 

is essential, and the newsletter will help a great deal.   

At the CEFT Board of Directors meeting on the UT-Austin 

campus in April, we discussed the very successful tour by the 

traveling UNT opera company. Rave reviews came in from people 

who saw the performances of Smetana's Bartered Bride in Temple 

(March 24), Bryan-College Station (March 25), Houston (March 27), 

and Austin (March 28). Some of us were also fortunate enough to see 

one of the full-scale productions at the Murchison Performing Arts 

Center on the UNT campus (February 26 and 28, March 5 and 7). 

Those who were already familiar with this classic work were delighted 

to experience a performance right here in Texas. Others, who heard 

those famous melodies with their Czech lyrics for the first time, now 

have an understanding of why this work has been celebrated over the 

years and is sometimes referred to as the "Czech national opera." 

The performers from UNT were very talented indeed (and well-

coached in learning the Czech lyrics). We can be proud of the recent  
 continued on page 3 
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Program Updates 
University of Texas at Austin 

- Chair in Czech Studies - 
Students continue to take advantage of Czech Studies at the 

University of Texas at Austin.  Fall 2010 enrollment included:  

• 1st year Czech (Mark Hopkins) - 15 students 

• 2nd year Czech (Libuše Heczková) - 8 students 

• 3rd year Czech (Libuše Heczková) - 3 students 

• Modern Czech Literature and Culture: The Obscure and the 

Universal (Libuše Heczková) - 8 students 

Neuburger Chairs Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies 

The Czech department at the University of Texas at Austin gains a 

new advocate this fall as Professor Mary Neuburger takes on the 

role of Chairman of the Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies. 

From arranging for visiting professors to conducting a symposium 

analyzing the Cold War, Professor Neuburger possesses the 

openness, sincerity, and quiet determination that she saw in her 

Czech grandmother who still bakes poppy seed kolaches in 

Lingerwood, North Dakota. Neuburger’s German ancestors 

immigrated to the U.S. from Bohemia as well.  

The Czech language program is being embellished by 

marketing efforts of Neuburger and former Chair Cindy Buckley. 

Student enrollment numbers in Czech language classes for this 

semester exceeded those of last year. Neuburger has expressed 

optimism for the future of Czech Studies at the University, and has 

exhibited a willingness to work cooperatively with the CEFT board. 

 

Texas A&M University 
- CEFT William J. Hlavinka Fellowship - 

For the past two years, the CEFT Hlavinka Fellow at Texas A&M had 

been Jana Drešerová, from Masaryk University. She recently 

received her Master’s Degree in English here, and the new Fellow 

this fall is Petr Anténe from Palacký University. Petr is already hard at 

work, and Czech language classes for Aggies and any interested 

residents of the Bryan-College Station area have been organized with 

the help of the local chapter of the Czech Heritage Society.  

Each Fellow is required to take course work here at the graduate 

level in English, American, or Comparative Literature and meet all the 

usual requirements of the program while performing certain duties, 

the most important of which is to teach a Czech language course that 

is open to the public. Students and faculty members interested in 

learning the Czech language or conducting research in the Czech 

Republic often take this course, along with people of Czech ancestry 

who want to learn Czech or improve their ability to speak and read 

the language. Often the Fellow assists people who want to translate 

Czech letters or other texts into English, as well as giving 

presentations and interacting with the Czech-American community in 

various ways. In addition to an interest in scholarship in English and 

American Studies, a CEFT Fellow should be willing to work closely 

with the Czech clubs and organizations in the area.  

A former Fellow, Martina Vránová, reported recently that she 

has successfully completed her Ph.D. in American Literature from 

 

University of North Texas 
- CEFT Frank J. and Hermine Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture - 

Since its inception, the CEFT Kostohryz Residency at the UNT College of Music has hosted outstanding musicians from the Czech Republic; 

the Wallinger Quartet, a chamber ensemble of the Brno State Philharmonic Orchestra; the Moravian folk musicians Petr Mička Cimbalom 

Orchestra; internationally renowned Czech pianist, Radoslav Kvapil, and in spring 2010, sold out performances of the Smetana’s Bartered 

Bride, sung in Czech (see UNT Opera Students below). Each performance had an outreach component, taking the music to Czech 

communities across Texas. Future programming includes: 

2011 - Czech Children's Artist Pavel Cech, with children's story-teller and children's guitarist-singer 

2012 - "Dechovka," a traditional Czech wind band 

2013 - a joint UNT / Janacek Academy of Music international conference, with performances and lectures on Leos Janacek 

UNT Opera Students Learn Czech for The Bartered Bride 

University of North Texas opera students conquered a new skill this past year - singing in Czech. With different ways of pronouncing just the 

simple letter "r", Czech is no easy language. But learning Czech can help these opera students soar over the competition when they graduate. 

"Czech opera is growing in prominence and it will become as important to know as German, Italian and French," said Shannon Gallagher, a 

second-year master's student who, like most opera students, already has a good working knowledge of German, Italian and French.  

UNT's performances of Smetana's Prodaná nevesta (The Bartered Bride) took place in February and March 2010. This was the first opera 

to be presented in Czech at UNT. UNT invited two Czech specialists to work with students. Jiri Petrdlik, a conductor in the Czech Republic,  

continued on page 3 
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accomplishments of the CEFT Frank J. and Hermine Hurta 

Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture at the University 

of North Texas, and we can look forward to more in the future. At 

the same time, we can appreciate the continuing success of the 

Texas Chair of Czech Studies at UT-Austin and the CEFT William J. 

Hlavinka Czech Fellowship at Texas A&M. Of course it was no 

coincidence that two of the opera performances were in locations 

identified with our other two CEFT endowments. Let’s continue this 

kind of “networking.” 

Please continue to support CEFT with your contributions. We 

are indeed making a difference and we need to keep building on our 

success. There is much more that can be done - we need and 

appreciate your help. The October 16 CEFT Board meeting in 

Austin focused on the need to fortify our Texas Chair of Czech 

Studies at UT-Austin. However, we are also thinking of ways to 

further strengthen the program at UNT and increase the endowment 

at Texas A&M. The formidable financial crisis at A&M will make it 

very difficult to make use of student assistantships for Hlavinka 

Fellows (in addition to our Fellowship funding) that the University 

has generously provided in the past. Assistantships are being cut 

back for all graduate students, and they are becoming much more 

competitive. These are hard times for all of us, but let’s do our best 

to find additional funding. 

Clint Machann 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

Highlights 

 

Masaryk University, and she has accepted a faculty position at the 

Brno University of Technology.  She is grateful to members of CEFT 

for the Hlavinka Fellowship. The following is an excerpt from the 

“Acknowledgements” section of her dissertation titled “The 

Convergent Imagination: A Comparative Study of Intertextuality in 

Robert Clark’s and Peter Ackroyd’s Novels”:  

This dissertation would not have come into existence without 

the Hlavinka Scholarship at Texas A&M University which was 

granted to me by the Czech Educational Foundation of Texas in 

2004. This scholarship enabled me to gather a large amount of 

material for my dissertation. It was particularly Dr. Clinton 

Machann who was always willing to help and who deserves 

many thanks. I am also obliged to my teachers at Texas A&M 

University, particularly to Dr. William Bedford Clark who inspired 

me to study Robert Clark’s fiction, and to Dr. James Aune who 

converted me from a disbeliever in disputes into a determined 

defender of the art of rhetoric. 

The program at A&M is helping to build a “network” of Czech 

scholars interested in American literature and culture, with ties to 

Texas A&M, CEFT, and Texans of Czech heritage who want to learn 

or improve their ability to speak the Czech language. 

From the Chairman               continued from page 1 Texas A&M University           continued from page 2 
 

 
 
Libuse Heczkova is Visiting Professor from Prague 

      Currently focusing her research on Czech Feminism and the 

history of Avant-garde, Libuše Heczková, Ph.D, is a visiting 

assistant professor at UT Austin this year. Professor Heczková, who 

will be teaching Modern Czech Literature and Culture: The Obscure 

and the Universal, as well as second- and third-year Czech, is the 

deputy director at the Institute of Czech and Comparative Literature 

at Prague’s Charles University. 

      She completed her Ph.D. at Charles University in 2000. She has 

received scholarships for study in Estonia, Germany, Poland, and 

Austria and has taught in Italy and South Korea, as well as in the 

Czech Republic. 

      Slavic Department Chair Mary Neuburger says that Heczková is 

an excellent Czech scholar who comes highly recommended. 

Among her colleagues in Prague are Michal Bregant and Otto 

Urban who have both been distinguished visiting professors at the 

University.    

      Professor Heczková is in Austin for the year with her two sons 

who are attending Austin public schools.   

UT Austin                           continued from page 2 

 

BVCHS Donates to CEFT 
At the January 2010 CEFT annual meeting, The Brazos Valley Czech 

Heritage Society (BVCHS), in recognition of the important 

contribution that the CEFT continues to make in preserving and 

promoting our unique Czech and Moravian cultural heritage in Texas, 

presented CEFT President  Woody Smith with a Check for $500 

given in support of the continuing mission of the CEFT. 

2010 Contribution/Donation Reminder 
With 2010 drawing to an end, remember that CEFT is a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization and your dues and donations are tax 

deductible. Please consider donating to the CEFT in support of our 

current and future programs. 

More Highlights 

CEFT 2011 Annual General Meeting 
Join us for our next annual general meeting 
Saturday, January 22, 2011 10:30am at the 

SPJST Home Office 520 N. Main St. 
Temple, Texas 
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Officers 
Chairman Clint Machann 

c-machann@tamu.edu 

979-845-4898 

Vice Chairman James M. Sassin 

jmsassin@sbinfra.com 

 

512-826-7559 

 

President Woody Smith 

woody@tiec.org 

512-342-9270 

 

Vice President Diane Sulak Wilson 

dsulakwilson@hughes.net 

254-829-8085 

 

Secretary Paul T. Hlavinka 

pth@flash.net 

713-521-1335 

 

Treasurer Tony Pustejovsky 

aatonyp@gmail.com 

214-356-3001 

Legal Adviser Sidney Kacir 

kacirlaw@sbcglobal.net 

254-773-2171 

 

Czech Publicity Jan Vaculik 

jan_vaculik@hotmail.com 

254-826-3838 

 

Program Advisors  
 

University of Texas 
Roger Kolar 
Ray Lenart 

James Sassin 
 

Texas A&M University 
Clint Machann 
David Chroust 

Paul T. Hlavinka 
Woody Smith 

 
University of North Texas 

Jim Bezdek 
Sidney Kacir 

Al Kercho 
Margaret Klecka 

Ray Lenart 
Tony Pustejovsky 

Clarice Marik Snokhous 
 

Directors 
Cindy Pustejovsky Belknap 

cindy94ag@gmail.com - 817-229-8138 

Mark Labaj 

mlabaj@hot.rr.com - 254-774-8179 

Jim Bezdek 

940-382-9349 

Eugene B. Labay 

830-981-8152 

C.W. Cernosek 

254-826-5210 

Ray Lenart 

r.lenart@verizon.net - 214.394.1962 

David Chroust 

d-chroust@tamu.edu - 979-845-1342 

Marvin J. Marek 

m_marek65@comcast.net - 832-437-4077 

Daniel Hrna 

dhrna@aol.com - 281-564-9800 

Emma Jean Ribar 

jribar@hotmail.com - 254-697-6349 

Helen M. Jurica 

hmjurica@yahoo.com - 979-567-3229 

Grace Skrivanek 

979-272-8133 

Al Kercho 

alkercho@sbcglobal.net - 817-282-5065 

Clarice Marik Snokhous 

clarices@sbcglobal.net - 254-826-3004 

Margaret Klecka 

214-352-1824 

Raymond J. Snokhous 

czechconsult.tx@earthlink.net - 254-826-3004 

Roger Kolar 

rogkolar@io.com - 512-974-6761 

Ben Trcalek, Jr. 

979-272-3278 

Anna Krpec 

EAKRPEC@aol.com - 713-726-0282 

Brian Vanicek 

vanicek@spjst.com - 800-727-7578 

  

 

2010 CEFT Board of Directors 

 
The CEFT Annual General 

Meeting is held every 
January.  The location 

varies. Previous sites have 
included Temple, Denton, 
La Grange, and Houston. 
The next general meeting 
will be held January 22, 
2011 at the SPJST Home 

Office in Temple. 
 

The CEFT Board of 
Directors meets quarterly 
in various locations across 
Texas.  The January board 
meeting always follows the 
Annual General Meeting.  
The next board meeting 

will immediately follow the 
Annual General Meeting in 

January 2011. 
 

Visit www.ceft.us for 
current CEFT news, 
information, and 

membership/donation 
information.  We 

appreciate your support. 
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The Czech Educational Foundation of Texas 
Membership/Memorial Contribution Form 

 
Please help promote the study of Czech language and culture in Texas institutions of higher learning by joining the  

Czech Educational Foundation of Texas.  It is now time to pay the 2011 dues. 

Name  ________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________ State _____________ Zip_____________ 

Telephone _____________________________________________________________ 

Email _________________________________________________________________ 

   

 Quantity Amount Total 

2011 CEFT Membership Renewal _____x $______ $__________ 

Donation to CEFT in honor of:  _____x $______ $__________ 

Please print name(s):  

Send acknowledgment of above to: 

   

Donation to CEFT in memory of:  _____x $______ $__________ 

Please print name(s):  

Send acknowledgment of above to: 

   

No membership, but please accept my gift:   $__________ 
 

Please return this form with your dues and/or donations to: 
CEFT 
c/o Anton Pustejovsky 
P.O. Box 4136 
Sargent, TX 77404 

 
Amount Enclosed: 

 
$____________ 

 
We do not sell our membership list. The Czech 
Educational Foundation of Texas is a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit tax-exempt organization. 

Cravens Directs Play in Brno 
One-half of the Czech Republic’s most capricious comedy writing team, 78-year-old Ladislav Smoljak, died June 6, just six weeks before 

former UT Austin Professor Craig Cravens was to work with him on staging a Jára Cimrman play in Brno. 

Cravens, who had been fellow of the Texas Chair in Czech Studies, had produced a Cimrman play six times in the ten years he had 

been at the University. His third-year Czech students made up the cast while Cravens served as director, translator, stage hand, and 

prompter. Smoljak and his co-writer, Zděnek Svěrák, were bemused to learn that their tongue-in-cheek plays were being performed annually 

in the heart of Texas. In the tradition of the good soldier Svejk, Jára Cimrman is a great Czech character who has made extensive 

contributions to mankind, in all areas, from inventing yoghurt and helping scientists such as the Curies and Thomas Edison to almost 

discovering the North Pole while running from a tribe of cannibals. Cimrman’s supposed numerous plays were not successful during his 

lifetime, as his methods were too far ahead of his time. Smoljak and Svěrák “found” several works, and in 1966 the character was presented 

on a radio program, poking fun at contemporary events and national characteristics. A typical Cimrman adage: A warm Czech beer is better 

than a cold German woman. 

Most years, Craven had scheduled one of the several plays available for performance in the spring on the Austin campus. This year’s 

presentation was The Understudy: The Unfortunate Premier of Cimrman’s Play “Vlasta”. During summer visits to the Czech Republic, 

Cravens met Smoljak who invited him to collaborate this year in staging a work of Cimrman in Brno. Two UT students, Galen Kralik and 

Christopher Dodd, joined the international non-native-speaking students of Professor Eva Rusinová’s summer classes who made up the 

cast. Dodd, a scholarship recipient, remained in Brno to study at Masaryk University this fall. 

Playing the game regarding Cimrman’s real existence fits Cravens’ approach toward education. Thus, his “Robots and Beer Pubs” 

course was always filled with students whom he motivated to appreciate Czech culture and contributions to society. 
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Return Address 
2520 Willing Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76110 
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About Smetana 
Bedřich Smetana (March 2, 1824 - May 12, 1884) was a Czech 

composer regarded in his homeland as the father of Czech music. 

Internationally he is best known for his opera The Bartered Bride.  

Smetana was a revolutionary who aided a pro-democracy 

movement in Prague to end Habsburg absolutist rule.  He wrote a 

series of patriotic works including marches dedicated to the Czech 

National Guard and the Students' Legion of the University of 

Prague.  Smetana helped man barricades on the Charles Bridge 

when Prague came under attack from Austrian forces.  In May 1866 

The Bartered Bride premiered in Prague but the first performance 

was a failure. It was held on one of the hottest evenings of the year 

and on the eve of the Austro-Prussian War with Bohemia under 

imminent threat of invasion by Prussian troops.  But when presented 

in its final form in September 1870, it was a tremendous public 

success.  By 1882–83 Smetana was experiencing depression, 

insomnia, and hallucinations, and loss of speech.  He died at the 

Kateřinky Lunatic Asylum in Prague with the cause of death 

recorded as senile dementia.  Music historian Harold Schonberg 

observes that “Smetana was the one who founded Czech music, but 

Antonín Dvořák... was the one who popularized it.” 

 

coached the principal roles on how to speak the language; and 

Timothy Cheek, author of "Singing in Czech: A Guide to Czech Lyric 

Diction and Vocal Repertoire," helped the students cross from 

speaking the language to singing it. "It's very difficult," said Stephen 

Morscheck, a UNT faculty member who played Kecal. "We're learning 

the language phonetically. The vowel sounds are not anything 

different than we have in English. The problem is the consonant 

combinations. We're not used to putting certain consonants together, 

so we have to get our lips and tongues to go in a new path."  

The Bartered Bride was produced in collaboration with the CEFT 

Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture. "We are delighted 

that the Kostohryz Residency has provided the opportunity to present 

this well-known opera in its original language," said Dr. James C. 

Scott, dean of the UNT College of Music. "This residency provides for 

annual opportunities for a wide variety of Czech music to be presented 

both in Denton and in other parts of the state. Ever since the 

endowment was established, we have looked forward to being able to 

present a Czech opera. The realization of this goal is enormously 

exciting to us." 

CEFT phase tCEFT phase tCEFT phase tCEFT phase twowowowo    ffffundundundund----raisingraisingraisingraising    for the for the for the for the     
eeeendowment at UNTndowment at UNTndowment at UNTndowment at UNT    starting soon!starting soon!starting soon!starting soon!    

University of North Texas continued from page 2 
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