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Bezdeks Give Lead Gift for Phase II of 
Fundraising for Residency Celebrating 
Czech Music and Culture at UNT 
University of North Texas and the Czech Educational Foundation of 

Texas are happy to announce a lead gift from Jim and Rose Bezdek 

for the establishment of The CEFT Dr. Jim J. and Rose A. Bezdek 

Endowment Celebrating Czech Music and Culture.  The Bezdeks 

have pledged over $200,000 toward the endowment, hoping to propel 

the CEFT Residency at UNT into the best program of its kind.  Jim 

Bezdek is a UNT alum and was recently honored with the Ulys Knight 

Spirit Award. 

Since 2004, the CEFT has partnered with the UNT College of 

Music, at which time they created the CEFT Frank J. and Hermine 

Hurta Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture. The fund now 

tops over $1 million. 

 

CEFT Director Receives UNT Spirit Award 
The University of North Texas honored CEFT Director Dr. Jim Bezdek 

with the Ulys Knight Spirit Award for his enthusiasm, motivation and 

dedication to UNT and for his contribution of time and energy to the 

CEFT Residency in the College of Music.  Bezdek earned his 

bachelor’s degree (1950) and master’s degree (1954) from what was 

then North Texas State College, and his doctorate from Cornell 

University (1967).  He is an internationally recognized mathematics 

educator of the “new math” era and has written and co-written 

numerous publications including two major series of mathematics 

textbooks and supplementary materials in English and Spanish.  In his 

45-year career he also served as a mathematics research analyst, 

consultant and nuclear engineer, and served in several leadership 

positions in public and higher education. 

Bezdek received the Golden Eagle Award from the North Texas 

Administrators Council in 1992.  He is listed in Who’s Who in American 

Education and Who’s Who in the World of Accordions.  Presented 

since 1977, the Ulys Knight Spirit Award is given to an individual or 

group that has made noteworthy efforts to sustain spirit among the 

UNT family. 

 

 

 

 

 

The CEFT is very pleased to be able to continue providing our 

newsletter to keep you informed about activities and developments in 

the organization. In addition, CEFT invites you, the members of 

CEFT, to send your comments and reports on the various CEFT 

activities that take place in your area so that we might be able to 

share the information with all of the members. A sincere thank-you 

goes out to those on the CEFT Newsletter Committee who are helping 

to make this newsletter possible. In this issue, you will read about the 

latest activities and developments in the Texas Chair of Czech 

Studies at the University of Texas at Austin, the CEFT William J. 

Hlavinka Czech Fellowship at Texas A&M in College Station, and the 

CEFT Frank J. and Hermine Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music at 

the University of North Texas in Denton. 

The CEFT Board of Directors strives to continue the work initially 

laid by the original founders of the organization; namely, the 

perpetuation of the study of Czech language and culture at institutes 

of higher learning in Texas.  The organization has been extremely 

successful over the years in fulfilling this goal, in large part thanks to 

the financial contributions by members like you.  However, CEFT 

hopes that you realize the importance of your continued financial 

support of the program(s) of your choice.  Your support, at any level, 

is all the more crucial now since, as I am sure you are aware, 

universities in Texas are under strong pressure to  reduce their 

budgets since state appropriations are being significantly reduced. As 

Clinton Machann, CEFT Chairman of the Board, indicated in the last 

CEFT newsletter, reduced funding at Texas A&M will make it quite 

difficult to make use of Texas A&M student assistantships for Hlavinka 

continued on page 3 

Highlights 
 

From the President 

www.ceft.us                                                                                   Vol. 2 No. 1  Summer 2011 



The Czech Educational Foundation of Texas Newsletter 

2 

Promoting the study of Czech language and culture in Texas institutions of higher learning through a variety of funded programs since 1954. 

Program Updates 
 

  

 

University of Texas at Austin 
- Chair in Czech Studies - 

Fall Courses for Czech Studies Announced 

In addition to offering first-, second-, and third-year Czech language 

courses this fall, the Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies will 

offer both a Czech literature course and a Czech culture course.  

Veronika Tuckerova, Fellow of the Texas Chair in Czech Studies, 

will offer Irony and Dissent: Kafka to Havel.  The course will explore 

Czech literary figures who are often outsiders or dissidents.  In 

addition to Kafka and Havel, authors featured will include Loos, 

Hasek, Polacek, Hrabel, Kundera, Skvorecky, and Blatny. 

Zachary Doleshal, a graduate student of history, will offer The 

History of Prague.  About his subject, Doleshal writes, “Prague has 

seduced countless visitors and inspired passionate loyalty among 

its residents.  Yet while it is a city of heart-wrenching beauty and 

world-class cultural productions, it is also a city of unspeakable 

cruelty, where ethnic cleansing, programs, and religious wars stand 

beside its brilliant architects, musicians, and writers.”  The course is 

cross-listed among History, CREEES (Center for Russian and East 

European Studies), and European Studies. 

 

Heczkova Concludes Fellowship at UT 

Libuse Heczkova, who had been appointed Fellow of the Texas 

Chair in Czech Studies for the 2010-2011 academic year, has 

completed her two-semester stay at the University.  Both semesters 

 

Texas A&M University 
- CEFT William J. Hlavinka Fellowship - 

Many of our Directors and Officers have met Petr Antene who has 

held the Fellowship during the 2010-2011 academic year.  He is from 

the city of Rokycany in the Czech Republic.  He holds Master's 

Degrees in English and in Czech from Palacky University in Olomouc, 

Czech Republic, and is pursuing a Master's degree in English 

Literature at Texas A&M.  Clint Machann, CEFT Chairman of the 

Board and Advisor of the Fellowship at Texas A&M, is happy to 

confirm that Petr intends to return to A&M for the Fall 2011 semester.  

As usual, the Czech language class taught by Petr this past year was 

held at the Saint Joseph Catholic Church Parish Activity Center in 

Bryan, in cooperation with the Brazos Valley chapter of the Czech 

Heritage Society.  Approximately 15 students were enrolled in the 

Spring 2011 class.  Both beginners and more advanced students are 

accommodated in this arrangement.  New students are welcome in 

the Czech language class, and anyone interested may contact Clint 

Machann via email at c-machann@tamu.edu.  If you would like to 

contact Petr directly, he can be reached via email at 

petrantene@tamu.edu or p.antene@seznam.cz.   

The CEFT Program Advisors for Texas A&M want to remind 

members that the endowment supporting the CEFT Hlavinka 

Fellowship at A&M is in critical need of additional funding.  Your help 

is requested in the search for potential contributors who are 

interested in this important project.  Again, contact CEFT Chairman 

Clint Machann at c-machann@tamu.edu. 

 

 University of North Texas 
- CEFT Frank J. and Hermine Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture - 

The CEFT Kostohryz Residency at the UNT College of Music continues to host outstanding musicians and artists from the Czech Republic.   

This spring saw the success of The Children’s Tour: Art, Czech Stories, and Czech Song by Pavel Čech. Future programming includes: 

2012 - "Dechovka," a traditional Czech wind band 

2013 - a joint UNT/Janacek Academy of Music International Conference, with performances, lectures, and scholarly papers on Leos 

Janacek.  UNT and Janacek Academy students will participate in cultural exchanges. 

 

Phase II of Fundraising for the Residency in Czech Music and Culture 

Through a lead gift from Jim and Rose Bezdek, the CEFT has embarked on its second phase of fundraising by creating The CEFT Dr. Jim and 

Rose Bezdek Endowment Celebrating Czech Music and Culture.  Gifts to the endowment will help ensure that the study and performance of 

Czech music will be available to college students and to Czech communities across Texas in perpetuity. 

 

The Children’s Tour 

The CEFT and the University of North Texas sponsored The Children’s Tour: Czech Art, Czech Stories, and Czech Song this past April.  Pavel 

Čech is a Czech author, illustrator, and painter who designed The Children’s Tour for children 4-8 years old.  Accompanied by storyteller 

Sabina Seidlová and guitarist and singer Lucie Bystronová, the group taught children folk songs and songs about the stories written by Pavel. 

continued on page 6 
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Fellows (something that Texas A&M had been able to provide over 

the years as a supplement to the CEFT Fellowship funding). The 

CEFT Board of Directors, therefore, has decided to concentrate the 

organization’s fund-drive efforts in the near future on increasing the 

endowments at the three established programs. Again we 

encourage you to make additional donations to the extent that you 

can to CEFT for the program of your choice. Your continued 

financial support will help ensure the continuation and further 

growth of these programs. 

The CEFT Board of Directors meets quarterly at various 

locations throughout Texas. We invite all CEFT members to attend 

any of the quarterly meetings. Please visit the CEFT website, or 

contact one of the Board of Directors, to find out the time and 

location of the next quarterly meeting. CEFT also encourages all 

CEFT members to attend the organization’s annual Meeting, held in 

January of each year – time and location yet to be determined for 

the meeting in 2012. We look forward to seeing and hearing from 

you soon. 

Woody Smith 

President, Board of Directors 

Highlights 

 

 

 

 

From the President                continued from page 1  

Professor Heczkova taught second- and third-year Czech language 

classes, as well as a Czech literature and culture course.  Her 

courses were: Under the Red Sky—Czechoslovak Culture after the 

Communist Takeover and Czech Literature, Obscure and Universal. 

Heczhova describes her year spent in Austin as “marvelous.”   

She especially appreciated her new colleagues and students.  Of her 

students she says, “Many of them were of Czech heritage, and they 

were very, very clever; they were really interested.”  She says that 

they were interested in both historic and contemporary personalities 

and events.  About the people she met here she says, “I was very 

happy to meet the people from the Texas Czech community.  They 

helped me a lot.  I was amazed at how vital the Czech community still 

is.” 

Heczkova returns to Prague, where she serves as deputy 

director of the Institute of Czech and Comparative Literature at 

Charles University.  She was accompanied to Austin by two sons, 

who attended Austin public schools.  

 

Tuckerova Appointed for 2011-2012 Academic Year 

Having recently been awarded a Ph.D. in Comparative Literature at 

Columbia University, New York, Veronika Tuckerova has been 

appointed Lecturer in the Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies 

at UT, where she will teach Czech language and literature courses.  

At Columbia her dissertation topic was “Reading Kafka during the 

Cold War.”  Ms. Tuckerova is a native of Prague, where she did 

undergraduate and graduate work at Charles University.  She also 

earned Master degrees at Columbia and City University of New York. 

 

Czech Film Series Presented on Campus 

The Restless Heart of Europe—a Czech Film Series at UT  was 

presented on campus on Tuesday evenings during the months of 

February, March, and April.  The twelve films represented Czech 

filmmaking over the decades, including socialist realism of the 1950s, 

Czech new wave of the 1960s, and contemporary films as recent as 

2010. 

The series was organized by Professors Libuse Heczkova and 

Tatjana Lichtenstein, who offered introductions to and commentary 

on the films.  The films were open to all, and were attended by 

members of the Czech community as well as by students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UT Austin                           continued from page 2 

 

Donation Acknowledgements 

RVOS Farm Mutual Insurance Company generously donated 

$1,000 to CEFT in support of the continuing mission of the 

organization. 

At the January 2011 CEFT annual meeting, SPJST Supreme 

Lodge President Brian Vanicek, on behalf of SPJST, presented 

CEFT President Woody Smith with a check for $1,000.  SPJST 

graciously hosted the CEFT’s annual meeting at their headquarters 

in Temple.  

The CEFT is grateful to both RVOS, SPJST, and to all of our 

members and contributors for their continued support.  Thank you! 

 

Honorary Advisors of Czech Music and 
Culture at UNT 
The 2

nd
 quarterly meeting was held on the UNT campus and 

opened with remarks by James Scott the Dean of the College of 

Music who introduced Lane Rawlins the President of the University 

and Lisa Baronio the vice president for advancement and director of 

development.  President Rawlins honored the following CEFT 

directors as Honorary Advisors of the Czech Musical Culture at 

UNT: Jim Bezdek, Margaret Klecka, Clarice Marik Snokhaus, Diane 

Sulak Wilson, Al Kercho, Tony Pustejovsky, Marvin Marek, Clint 

Machann, Sydney Kacir, and Woody Smith. 

 

 

 
 

More Highlights 

In Memoriam 

The CEFT honors those directors and members who have passed: 

Grace Anders Skrivanek, past President 

C.W. Cernosek, past Director 

Jerry Hosek, Member 
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Officers 
Chairman Clint Machann 

c-machann@tamu.edu 

979-845-4898 

Vice Chairman James M. Sassin 

jmsassin@sbinfra.com 

 

512-826-7559 

 

President Woody Smith 

woody@tiec.org 

512-342-9270 

 

Vice President Ray Lenart 

r.lenart@verizon.net 

214-394-1962 

Secretary Paul T. Hlavinka 

pth@flash.net 

713-521-1335 

 

Treasurer Tony Pustejovsky 

aatonyp@gmail.com 

214-356-3001 

Legal Adviser Sidney Kacir 

kacirlaw@sbcglobal.net 

254-773-2171 

 

Czech Publicity Jan Vaculik 

jan_vaculik@hotmail.com 

254-826-3838 

 

 

 

Program Advisors  
 

University of Texas 
Roger Kolar 

James Sassin 
 

Texas A&M University 
Clint Machann 

David Chroust 
Paul T. Hlavinka 

Woody Smith 
 

University of North Texas 
Jim Bezdek 

Margaret Klecka 
Ray Lenart 

Tony Pustejovsky 
Clarice Marik Snokhous 

 
 

Directors 

Cindy Pustejovsky Belknap 

cindy94ag@gmail.com - 817-229-8138 

Anna Krpec 

EAKRPEC@aol.com - 713-726-0282 

Jim Bezdek 

940-382-9349 

Mark Labaj 

mlabaj@hot.rr.com - 254-774-8179 

David Chroust 

d-chroust@tamu.edu - 979-845-1342 

Eugene B. Labay 

labayinfiniti@atm.com - 830-981-8152 

Daniel Hrna 

dhrna@aol.com - 281-564-9800 

Marvin J. Marek 

m_marek65@comcast.net - 832-437-4077 

Joan Johnson 

972-875-5955 

Clarice Marik Snokhous 

clarices@sbcglobal.net - 254-826-3004 

Helen M. Jurica 

hmjurica@yahoo.com - 979-567-3229 

Raymond J. Snokhous 

czechconsult.tx@earthlink.net - 254-826-3004 

Al Kercho 

alkercho@sbcglobal.net - 817-282-5065 

Ben Trcalek, Jr. 

979-272-3278 

Margaret Klecka 

214-352-1824 

Brian Vanicek 

vanicek@spjst.com - 800-727-7578 

Roger Kolar 

rhkolar@gmail.com - 512-974-6761 

Diane Sulak Wilson 

dsulakwilson@hughes.net - 254-829-8085 

 

 

2011 CEFT Board of Directors 
 

 
 

The CEFT Board of 
Directors meets quarterly in 

various locations across 
Texas.  The 2011 second 

quarterly meeting was held 
on the UNTcampus 

in Denton.   
 

The third quarterly board 
meeting will be held 
July 30, 2011 at the 

Civic Center in Caldwell 
at 10:30am. 

 
Visit www.ceft.us for current 

CEFT news, information, 
and membership/donation 

information.  We appreciate 

your support. 

Woodrow Wilson Monument in Prague  American Friends of the Czech Republic (AFoCR) in partnership with the City of 

Prague and the Metropolitan District of Prague 1, have rebuilt the monument to American President Woodrow Wilson.  The Monument was 

originally built in 1928 and dedicated on July 4, 1928, but destroyed by the Nazis in 1941 during the occupation.  The Monument will be placed in 

Vrchlicky Park in Prague near its original location with a dedication ceremony on October 5, 2011.  In 2002 AFoCR established a memorial in 

Washington, DC, to Tomáš G. Masaryk, the first president of Czechoslovakia.  President Wilson collaborated closely with President Masaryk to 

secure the independence of Czechoslovakia in 1918.  The Wilson Monument, as the counterpart of the Masaryk Memorial, will complete the 

symbolization of the long standing Transatlantic ties of friendship and democratic values held in common by the American and Czech peoples.   

The original plaster model of the full-size head and shoulders of the statue was found in the lapidarium of the National Museum in Prague in 

early 2008 ensuring an exact copy of the most expressive part of the sculpture statue that was created by the great Albín Polášek (1879-1965).  

The message on the original and new pedestal read: “The world must be made safe for Democracy.” in both Czech and English.  When the 

project was formally approved by the Prague City Council on August 14, 2007, Prague Lord Mayor Pavel Bém stated: “We want to rebuild the 

monument for many different reasons.  Firstly, because of our respect for Woodrow Wilson, and, secondly, because of respect for our friends in 

the United States and for our emigrants.” 
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The Czech Educational Foundation of Texas 
Membership/Memorial Contribution Form 

Promote the study of Czech language and culture in Texas institutions of higher learning 
by joining the Czech Educational Foundation of Texas. 

Name  ________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________ State _____________ Zip_____________ 

Telephone _____________________________________________________________ 

Email _________________________________________________________________ 

   

 Quantity Amount Total 

2011 CEFT Membership Renewal _____x $  35.00 $__________ 

Donation to CEFT in honor of:    $__________ 

Please print name(s):  

Send acknowledgment of above to: 

   

Donation to CEFT in memory of:    $__________ 

Please print name(s):  

Send acknowledgment of above to: 

   

No membership, but please accept my gift:   $__________ 

Please return this form with your dues and/or donations to: 
CEFT 
c/o Anton Pustejovsky 
P.O. Box 4136 
Sargent, TX 77404 

Amount Enclosed: $____________ 
 

We do not sell our membership list.  
The Czech Educational Foundation of Texas is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit tax-exempt organization. 

 

CEFT 2011 Annual General Meeting Notes 

The CEFT 2011 Annual General Meeting was held January 22, 2011 at the SPJST Supreme Lodge in Temple, TX.  The meeting opened 

with a presentation by the Taylor Czech Chorus, a group formed in 1968 of individuals dedicated to preserving the heritage of Czech music. 

They perform at community events in Taylor and surrounding communities and have performed at events across Texas including the State 

Fair of Texas and Aqua Fest.  To the delight of the residents, they hold their monthly practice sessions at the SPJST Rest Home in Taylor.  

Petr Antene, the CEFT Hlavinka fellow at Texas A&M, spoke about his activities at A&M including the Czech Language class he 

teaches in Bryan where most of his students are older than he is by at least one generation.  Petr answered questions from the CEFT 

membership about the education structure in the Czech Republic, from elementary to college.  See Structure of Education in the Czech 

Republic on page 6 for more information. 

Each CEFT officer gave his report followed by committee reports from each program advisor from UT, A&M, and UNT.  Election results 

were presented by the nominating and election committee - see Officers and Directors on page 4. 

Sidney Kacir was presented the Maresh-Skrivanek-Kacir Founding Father’s Award which included a narrative biography presentation by 

his grandchildren.  Look for the newsletter this coming fall for a full story about Sidney.   

As mentioned in the Donation Acknowledgments, Brian Vanicek, on behalf of SPJST, presented the CEFT organization with a $1,000 

donation and said that SPJST enjoys hosting the CEFT meetings.  It was also announced that “a UNT professor and his wife” (that being Jim 

and Rose Bezdek) had committed $200,000 to the UNT Phase II project.   

The meeting concluded with a drawing for 5 CDs which included music from UNT, the Taylor Czech Chorus, and Texas polka music.  
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Return Address 

2520 Willing Avenue 

Fort Worth, TX 76110 

 

  

  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Structure of Education in the Czech Republic 

Primary education lasts for 9 years (ages 6 – 15) which leads to 

Secondary education for 4 years.  The student must decide which 

type of secondary education to enter: general schools (gymnasium), 

technical schools or vocational schools.  Gymnasiums prepare for 

study at higher education institutions and for professions.  The 

technical schools and 4-year courses or three-year follow-up 

courses at vocational schools prepare students for a wide range of 

professions, as well as for studies at higher education institutions.  

The 2-year and 3-year courses at the vocational schools prepare 

students for professional activities.   

Higher education: Tertiary professional schools, though not 

part of higher education, offer professional education leading to a 

diploma, mostly in economics and health care.  The actual higher 

education institutions are of university and non-university type.  The 

non-university higher education institutions offer Bachelor study 

programs and master study programs, but they are not allowed to 

provide doctoral study programs.  University-type higher education 

institutions offer Bachelor, Master and in most case also Doctoral 

study programs.  They are public, state or private institutions. 

 

 

The group toured Texas in April of 2011 with stops in Fort Worth, 

West, Temple, Austin, La Grange, Houston, Ennis, and Dallas.  We 

hope you and your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, etc. 

were able to attend the fun program. 

 

Pavel Čech - Creator of The Children’s Tour 

Pavel Čech was born in 1968 in the town of Brno.  He became a 

machine fitter and for five years repaired machines in a large 

engineering plant.  He later worked as a fireman.  Since 2004 Čech 

has been a free-lance painter.  He is married and has two sons. 

Čech “likes overgrown gardens, view of the starry sky, butterflies and 

beatles, good-hearted people, the smell of pine woods and wild 

apples, tramping, flaking walls, indians, kite running, books by Michal 

Ajvaz, rusty keys, old cinemas, clear water, secrets... and he is trying 

to put it on canvas or write and paint books about it.” 

 

 

University of North Texas continued from page 2 

 

Members and friends are invited to submit items of interest and/or 

comments, preferably pertaining to the CEFT, for inclusion in 

future newsletters. 

Send items to: cindy94ag@gmail.com 


