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Report by Lynette Urbanovsky,  

CEFT English Publicity Officer  
 

The Spring Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society 
Czech language class will begin on January 25, 
2016 at the St. Joseph Catholic Church Parish 
Activity Center which is located at 600 E. 26th 
Street in Bryan, Texas.  Classes will be each 
Monday night from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  We 
are excited to have Hlavinka Fellow, Jan Benes 
teaching the course while he is working on his 
English Masters at Texas A&M University.  Jan 
does a wonderful job of teaching conversational 
Czech, grammar, reading and some writing.  One 
area that Jan really fortes in is that he engages 
the class through different activities.  Some nights 
he has us work with partners or in small groups.  
We have even played games relating to 
vocabulary.  From time to time Jan will also share 
a little Czech history with the Czech language 
class, which adds to the cultural experience of the 
class.  Jan teaches Czech on different levels, 
which enables beginners and more advanced 
Czech students to all benefit from the course.  Jan 
begins each class with a brief review over the 
prior lessons, and ends each class by reviewing 
highlights of the topics covered during class.  Jan 
challenges his students with self-assignments 
during class.  I believe that he uses these self-
assignments to see where our strengths and 
weaknesses are in our Czech language education. 
 

 

Part of the BVCHS Czech Language Class Students During Class 

While I am enrolled as a regular student, the class 
was excited to have another CEFT Board of 
Director, Amy Jurica-Hinnant, represent the CEFT 
by attending one of our classes.  I know that the 

class really enjoyed having the representation, 
and getting to know Amy. 
 

 

CEFT Board of Directors Amy Jurica-Hinnant and Lynette 
Urbanovsky with Texas A&M University, Hlavinka Fellow Jan 
Benes 

Our language class also has a social aspect to it.  
After class, a group of the students usually share 
a meal with Jan each week.  Cracker Barrel is a 
favorite of Jan's!  We went there before he went 
home for the holidays to celebrate his December 
birthday.   
 

 

Some of the BVCHS Czech Language Class Attendees with Jan 
Benes at Cracker Barrel in Bryan, Texas 

To wrap up the fall semester I hosted the class at 
my parents country place in Bryan, Texas and 
made Czech cuisine for everyone (Knedlicky 
(Czech dumplings) with a tomato gravy and with a 
beef mushroom gravy), Vanocka (Czech Christmas 
Bread), molasses cookies (a traditional Czech 
cookie), prune cake, chicken noodle soup, and 
carrots from a recipe in my Czech cookbook, and 
another CEFT and BVCHS member, Jo Ann Zaeske, 
made green beans from one of her recipes.)  
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Please invite others to attend our 
Czech class!  If you are interested, 
or know someone who is, they 
can contact myself at 
lurbanovsky@gmail.com for more 
information.  The class is open to 
beginning and more advanced 
students, our class ranges from 
college students, professionals, 
parents and grandparents, all are 
welcome!  
 
Message by Jan Benes,   

CEFT Hlavinka Scholarship Awardee and Czech 

Language Class Instructor 

 

The first four months in College Station and at 

TAMU have been a blessing, and have lived up to 

all of my expectations. The coursework has been 

very challenging compared to the Czech Republic, 

and it has helped me to find new resources, 

viewpoints, and theoretical work for my further 

studies and career. I appreciate the facilities at 

Texas A&M University: the library is extremely 

well-equipped, and the archives at the Cushing 

library have been a revelation. Hopefully, I will be 

able to take a course on Shakespeare next 

semester, and work with the First Folio (first 

edition!) when it arrives on campus. I must admit 

that I have been amazed by how welcoming and 

helpful most people are on campus, and at the 

Department of English. 

The same goes for my Czexan students. There are 

about 10 enrolled students, and about six of 

them have been attending regularly, and we have 

had fun classes – perhaps except the few times 

when they forgot their homework (joking). The 

students have been very welcoming, and I have 

had some opportunities to socialize, thanks to 

them.  Additionally, I have been taken on a few 

trips around College Station and Bryan, as well as 

outside of town. The most memorable is certainly 

the trip to Caldwell for the local Kolache festival. 

Although the Czexan kolache (there is no –s for 

plural needed, since it is already plural in Czech) 

are slightly different from the ones I would have 

every morning for breakfast back home, I still 

enjoyed the welcoming atmosphere and the way 

that one can talk to strangers and share stories 

about the Czech Republic, or former 

Czechoslovakia.  

In general, mentioning that I am Czech can 

sometimes go a long way locally, since I have 

seen so many Czech surnames all around 

(Slovacek and others).  The stories have been fun 

to share to my friends and family back home, 

especially about how excited people get here 

regarding their Czech/Moravian heritage.  Since I 

come from, and was raised in the city (Olomouc), 

I have not been exposed to much folklore, but it 

is refreshing to see how Czexans are trying to 

keep and observe some of the traditions from 

way back. 

 

Texas A&M University CEFT Hlavinka Fellow, Jan Benes near Kyle 
Field at Texas A&M 

What I regret is that coursework and working as a 

Teaching Assistant has prevented me from going 

to all of the Texas Czech events that I would like 

to attend. Hopefully, there will be more time in 

the spring to attend more events. Also, I was 

asked to translate one letter from Czech into 

English, but if there are more people, who would 

like to have letters or something translated, 

please do not hesitate and contact me at 

, I will be more than happy to benyi85@tamu.edu

help.  

More of the BVCHS 
Czech Language Class 
Students 

mailto:lurbanovsky@gmail.com

