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An early summer’s greetings to all of you from the Board of Directors of 

the Czech Educational Foundation of Texas (CEFT)! We were pleased to 

see many of you at the CEFT Annual Meeting last January in Austin, 

where we had the wonderful opportunity to hear a piano performance by 

Karolina Syrovatkova from the University of Texas at Austin.  We 

encourage all of you to attend future Annual Meetings and quarterly 

meetings whenever you can.  By doing so, you will be able to stay 

informed about the activities of CEFT.  You will also have the opportunity 

to let your opinions be heard, and you may even decide that you want to 

become a CEFT Board Member!  The next quarterly meeting is to be held 

at Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas-KJZT Headquarters in Austin on 

Saturday, July 28, 2012, starting at 10:30am.  We hope to see you there. 

The past year has been a challenging one for CEFT.  The 

organization has undertaken concerted efforts to strengthen its existing 

programs at Texas A&M University in College Station (TAMU), the 

University of North Texas in Denton (UNT), and The University of Texas 

at Austin (UT Austin).  In particular, CEFT has begun actively soliciting 

additional monetary donations for the endowments for the programs at 

TAMU and UNT.  

In order for the CEFT Hlavinka Czech Fellowship at TAMU to 

maintain the quality and scope of the fellowship and the Czech classes 

that have been so successful over the past years, additional funding is 

needed immediately for the endowment there. In the previous CEFT 

Newsletter, Dr. Clinton Machann (Professor at TAMU and CEFT 

Chairman of the Board) indicated that additional funding could either be 

through donations made to CEFT specifically for the existing CEFT 

Hlavinka Czech Fellowship or through a complementary endowment set 

up by any individual or family making a contribution of $150,000.00 or 

more.  I wholeheartedly encourage all of you, in particular you Aggies of 
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Czech descent who are proud of your cultural heritage, to dig into your 

pockets as deeply as you can and help contribute to maintaining the 

presence of Czech studies at Texas A&M. 

We sincerely hope that all of you were able to enjoy the wonderful 

music performances by the Střibřnanka brass band from the Czech 

Republic earlier this year.  Our sincerest appreciation and thanks are 

extended to all at UNT for their hard work and dedication in helping make 

this tour possible.  We look forward to many more exciting musical events 

arranged by the College of Music at UNT, but for them to be successful in 

their anticipated musical productions over the next few years, some of 

which will tour the state, additional funding for the endowment at UNT is 

of paramount importance.  Through a lead gift donation by Jim and Rose 

Bezdek, the Jim and Rose Bezdek Endowment Celebrating Czech Music 

and Culture has been established at UNT to help supplement the existing 

CEFT Frank J. and Hermine Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and 

Culture.  Again, I urge all of you who are interested in helping preserve 

the awareness throughout Texas of Czech and Texas Czech music to 

consider a contribution to CEFT for the endowments at UNT. 

I also encourage everyone to support the Texas Chair of Czech 

Studies at UT Austin, not only through monetary contributions to CEFT 

for the program, but by you reminding your children, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren, nieces, nephews and all others that The UT Austin offers 

classes in Czech language at various levels as well as classes on Czech 

history, literature, and culture.  If anyone you know is enrolled at UT 

Austin or who lives in the area and can register for courses at UT Austin, 

do try to convince them to take advantage of the opportunity to take one 

or more of these courses.  

I want to offer my sincere appreciation to the CEFT Board of Directors 

and to the many friends of CEFT who continue to volunteer their time to 

help perpetuate the mission of CEFT’s founding fathers, which is to keep 

Czech and Texas Czech culture alive for future generations of Texans to 

enjoy by supporting Czech studies at Texas’s institutions of higher 

education.  Everyone’s support helps ensure continued success.  

Finally, if you have not renewed your membership to CEFT, or if you 

would like to make an additional contribution, I encourage you to do so at 

this time.  You will find information about how you can make these 

contributions to CEFT throughout this newsletter. 

Have a wonderful and safe summer! We hope to see you soon! 

Woody Smith 
President, Board of Directors 
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Program Updates 
 

  

 

University of Texas at Austin 
- Chair in Czech Studies - 

Czech Studies Workshop 

Several departments at the University co-hosted the Thirteenth 

Annual Czech Studies Workshop on April 27 and 28.  

Approximately thirty scholars from all over the US and from abroad 

participated.  Thirteen presenters had previously provided papers 

on various Czech subjects to be distributed to the participants 

ahead of the conference.  In most cases the papers were 

associated with books or dissertations in the works.  Presentations 

were grouped into five panels of related subjects.  Lively discussion 

followed each panel’s presentation with suggestions for 

modifications or further study offered by the body.    

A keynote address titled “From Politics of History to Memory 

as Political Language:  Czech Dealings with the Communist Past 

after 1989” was delivered by Michal Kopečky of the Institute for 

Contemporary History, Czech Academy of Science.  CEFT board 

member, David Chroust, presented a paper, “Good Conductors of 

their Affairs:  The Hospodař Newspaper and Czech America, 1891-

1989.”  The workshop ended with a tour into Czech-Texas with 

visits to the painted churches in Praha and High Hill and a farewell 

dinner at Sengleman Hall in Schulenburg. 

 

Czech Dialect Project 

Lida Dutkova Cope visited Austin in April to promote a project she 

has initiated for collecting, documenting, and cataloging spoken  

Texas A&M University 
- CEFT William J. Hlavinka Fellowship - 

Petr Anténe, who recently received his MA in English, is back in the 

Czech Republic.  He will be working on his PhD from Palacký 

University in Olomouc, his “home” institution, and he has also applied 

for a position as an English lecturer at Masaryk University in Brno.  

Petr was, of course, the CEFT Hlavinka Czech Fellow here at A&M 

for the past two years.  Several of you have expressed your gratitude 

for the Czech classes that he taught in Bryan (organized by the local 

chapter of the Czech Heritage Society).  If you would like to contact 

him, his email addresses are petrantene@neo.tamu.edu and 

p.antene@seznam.cz. 

The new Czech Fellow at A&M will be Antonín Žita, from 

Masaryk University.  Like Petr and all the other Fellows since 1999, 

Antonín will enroll in the English MA program at A&M, teach Czech 

lessons, provide assistance to Czech-American historical and cultural 

groups, and encourage cultural and educational ties between the 

State of Texas and the Czech Republic.  As many of you know, the 

CEFT Hlavinka Fellowship endowment at A&M needs to be 

enhanced.  We have had a recent, very generous contribution by 

Paul Hlavinka, but we still need to raise about $100,000.  A check for 

any amount contributed to CEFT and earmarked for the Texas A&M 

Fellowship would be deeply appreciated.  Please contact me, 

Secretary Paul Hlavinka, or Treasurer Tony Pustejovsky for additional 

information. 

As I reported at recent CEFT Board meetings, this is my last 

University of North Texas 
- CEFT Frank J. and Hermine Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture – 

Dechovka Tour Success 

The UNT College of Music and the CEFT hope you enjoyed Střibřnanka’s performances during their first visit to Texas this winter.  We 

appreciate those organizations and individuals who hosted and catered receptions for our dechovka guests in Ennis, West, Caldwell, Austin, 

Houston, and Dallas. 

 

Leoš Janáček: Life, Work, and Contribution – An International Festival and Conference 

Using funds from the endowments provided by CEFT’s Frank J. and Hermine Hurta Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture as well 

as the Dr. Jim J. and Rose A. Bezdek Endowment, the CEFT and UNT will stage an international, two-continent festival of the music of Leoš 

Janáček.  In November-December 2012 about 10 students and 3 faculty members from the UNT College of Music will travel to Brno to prepare 

Czech-language performances that will take place both in the Czech Republic and on the UNT campus.  The central work of the festival will be 

Janáček’s Zápisník zmizelého (The Diary of One Who Disappeared).  Originally scored for two vocal soloists, three off-stage singers, and 

piano, the work has been revised for soloists, singers, and chamber orchestra by Prof. Miloš Štědroň, a Janáček specialist and senior 

musicologist at Masaryk University (Brno).  The UNT students will work with Prof. Štědroň and Maestro Jiří Petrdlík, a Czech opera conductor, 

who previously came to UNT to assist with our 2010 production of Smetana’s Prodaná nevěsta (The Bartered Bride).   

continued on page 3 
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dialect of Czech and Moravian immigrants to Texas.  She has 

coordinated with monitors of a similar German dialect project at UT, 

and has a vision for using dialect samples collected by Svatava 

Jakobson, John Tomecek, and herself.  Mary Neuburger, Chair of 

the Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies, is enthusiastic 

about the project and has expressed support of both the Chair and 

the department. 

Czech Film Series 

The Chair and the Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies 

offered a Spring Film Series again this year.  Nine films were shown 

on Tuesday evenings, February through April.  This year’s series 

featured comedies of the typically-Czech bitter-sweet type.  The 

films, all in Czech and subtitled in English, were open to the public.  

They represented Czech filmmaking from the 1960s through the 

early twenty-first century. 

Czech Classes for Fall 

First, second, and third-year Czech language classes will be offered 

again in the fall, taught by Mark Hopkins and Veronika Tuckerova, 

who returns as Fellow of the Texas Chair in Czech Studies.  

According to Hopkins, the first-year course “has an emphasis on 

speaking, reading, and singing.  In addition to the textbook itself, 

music, video, and the Internet will be used not only to increase 

proficiency, but also to expose students to Czech culture.  

Attendance and active participation are vital to foreign language 

study.  Students are thus expected to attend class regularly, and 

ask questions.” 

In addition to language classes, Veronika Tuckerova will teach 

a course provocatively titled:  Us/Them: Czechs and Strangers.  

The course description states: How did Czechs imagine and 

construct themselves and the "other," and how, by contrast, were 

they perceived by others?  What did Czechs create, and how do 

they relate to other Slavs, Germans, and wider world?  Is there a 

Czech identity and culture?  To what extent did Czechs construct 

their identity based on the difference from others, and how 

accommodating were they to “strangers” in their midst?  What was 

the role of translation, creation of language, and literature in 

negotiating their identity?  What did the Czechs gain and lose by 

attaining their own linguistically and nationally defined culture?  We 

will read authors such as Palacký, Havlíček, Masaryk, Hašek, 

Kafka, Patočka, and Havel, and secondary texts on Central Europe, 

translation, nationalism, transnationalism, and “Orientalism.”  We 

will pay special attention to the role of language and translation, to 

Czech Jews and anti-Semitism, Roma (Gypsies), Germans, and the 

complex identities of Prague German Jewish authors such as 

Kafka, Werfel, Rilke, Brod, and Eisner.  The course materials will 

include literary texts, films, and artworks. 

Roger Kolar 
Director, Board of Directors; University of Texas Program Advisor 

UT Austin                           continued from page 2 Texas A&M                        continued from page 2 

 

 

year as Editor of the journal Kosmas, and those of you who subscribe 

may have read my “Editor’s Notes” in the Spring 2012 issue, the final 

one from Texas A&M.  I will have much more to say in my paper 

entitled “Kosmas at Texas A&M University, 2000-2012”, scheduled 

for the 26
th
 World Congress of SVU (Czechoslovak Society of Arts 

and Sciences) at Žilina, Slovakia, July 1-6.  In that paper I outline the 

history of my work with Kosmas.  I just couldn’t take the heavy 

workload any longer and decided to resign my position, but I continue 

to believe strongly in the importance of the journal and in the coming 

months will dedicate myself to helping Francis Raška, the new Editor, 

during this crucial transitional period.  Francis is at Charles University 

in Prague, but the journal will continue to be printed and distributed 

by Tops Printing, here in Bryan, Texas, and most likely I will continue 

to serve on the Editorial Board, along with David Chroust, so the 

“Texas connection” will continue. 

Clinton Machann 
Chairman, Board of Directors; Texas A&M Program Advisor 

 

 

Texas A&M                           continued from page 2  

 

 

UNT’s performance of the newly scored Zápisní in the Czech 

Republic will be its world premiere; subsequently the Denton 

performance its American premiere.  In addition to Zápisní,UNT will 

offer performances of the Piano Concertino (featuring UNT student 

Jiří Levíček) as well as other chamber works by Janáček. 

Distinguished musicians, clinicians, and Janáček scholars will 

convene on the UNT campus from February 6 thru 9, 2013.  Guests 

from the Czech Republic are expected to include not only Maestro 

Petrdlík and Prof. Štědroň, but also Prof. Ivo Medek (Rector of the 

Janáček Academy), Prof. Vít Spilka (Head of the Department of 

Music at Janáček Academy), and Prof. Jiří Zahrádka (Curator of the 

Janáček Archive and Museum).  Dr. Michael Beckerman, Professor 

of Music at Hofstra University and winner of the Janáček Medal from 

the Czech Republic, is expected to be the keynote speaker. 

All concerts at UNT in Denton, Texas will be preceded by pre-

concert lectures most of which will be provided by doctoral students 

from the UNT College of Music.  Some of the concerts will be video 

live-streamed from UNT’s Winspear Hall and viewable to audiences 

across the world. 

Information provided by Jim Bezdek 
Board of Directors; UNT Program Advisor 

 

 

 

   

      

      

 

UNT                                       continued from page 2 

The sister institution of the 

College of Music at the 

University of North Texas in 

Denton is the Janáček Academy 

of Music and the Performing 

Arts in Brno. 
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Officers 
Chairman Clint Machann 

c-machann@tamu.edu 

979-845-4898 

Vice Chairman James M. Sassin 

sassinjames@yahoo.com 

512-826-7559 

 

President Woody Smith 

woody@tiec.org 

512-342-9270 

 

Vice President Ray Lenart 

r.lenart@verizon.net 

214-394-1962 

Secretary Paul T. Hlavinka 

pth@flash.net 

713-521-1335 

 

Treasurer Tony Pustejovsky 

aatonyp@gmail.com 

214-356-3001 

Legal Adviser Sidney Kacir 

kacirlaw@sbcglobal.net 

254-773-2171 

 

Czech Publicist Jan Vaculik 

jan_vaculik@hotmail.com 

254-826-3838 

 

 

 

Program Advisors  
University of Texas 

Roger Kolar 

Ray Lenart 
James Sassin 

 

Texas A&M University 
Clint Machann 

David Chroust 
Paul T. Hlavinka 

Woody Smith 
 

University of North Texas 
Jim Bezdek 

Al Kercho 
Margaret Klecka 

Ray Lenart 
Tony Pustejovsky 

Clarice Marik Snokhous 

 
 

Directors 

Cindy Pustejovsky Belknap 

cindy94ag@gmail.com - 817-229-8138 

Margaret Klecka 

214-352-1824 

Jim Bezdek 

940-382-9349 

Roger Kolar 

rhkolar@gmail.com - 512-974-6761 

David Chroust 

d-chroust@tamu.edu - 979-845-1342 

Mark Labaj 

mlabaj@hot.rr.com - 254-774-8179 

Amy Jurica Hinnant 

ajhinnant@aol.com – 713-557-4572 

Joe Liles 

jliles@hollandisd.org – 254-913-7674 

Frank Horak 

frankh@spjst.com – 800-727-7578 

Marvin J. Marek 

m_marek65@comcast.net - 832-437-4077 

Daniel Hrna 

dhrna@aol.com - 281-564-9800 

Clarice Marik Snokhous 

clarices@sbcglobal.net - 254-826-3004 

Joan Johnson 

972-875-5955 

Ben Trcalek, Jr. 

979-272-3278 

Al Kercho 

alkercho@sbcglobal.net - 817-282-5065 

Brian Vanicek 

vanicek@spjst.com - 800-727-7578 

 

 

2012 CEFT Board of Directors 
 

 
The CEFT Board of Directors 

welcomes Amy Hinnart and 

Frank Horak as our newest 

Directors.  Ms. Hinnant is the 

daughter of Helen Jurica, past 
CEFT Director; Mr. Horak is the 

State Youth Director for SPJST.  

 
The CEFT Board of Directors 

meets quarterly in various 

locations across Texas.   

 

Visit www.ceft.us for current 
CEFT news, information, and 

membership/donation 

information.  We appreciate 

your support. 
 
 
 

Hospodář ceases publication after 122 years 

Source: Larry Knapek. "Hospodář ceases publication after 122 years... Czech language newspaper´s final issue printed." The West News [West] 
21 June 2012, Volume 122, No. 25: 1-2 

CEFT Newsletter Editor’s Note: Jan Vaculik is the Czech Publicist and Director of the CEFT  

The final issue of the Czech language newspaper Hospodář rolled off the the press last month signaling the end of approximately 122 years of 

continuous service to its readership.  The newspaper, which was written entirely in the Czech language, ceased with the publication of its June 

2012 issue.  Jan Vaculik had published the monthly newspaper from his West home while having it printed at the Čechoslovák Publishing 

Company in West, the parent company of The West News.   

Vaculik had owned the newspaper since May 1989 when he purchased it from the Čechoslovák Publishing Company, owned by Linn and 

Sue Pescaia.  Prior to that, Vaculik had worked at Čechoslovák Publishing Company with Jerome Kopecký, Hospodář editor, on the newspaper 

since February 1974 when he came to work at the publishing company in West, Tx.  Vaculik said the newspaper had declining readership over 

the years due to less people being able to read the Czech language.  "We have to admit that the number of people who can read and understand 

Czech has decreased and new readers are not in sufficient numbers." 

 

continued on page 6 

 

mailto:woody@tiec.org
mailto:r.lenart@verizon.net
mailto:r.lenart@verizon.net
mailto:pth@flash.net
mailto:cindy94ag@gmail.com
mailto:cindy94ag@gmail.com
mailto:rogkolar@io.com
mailto:rhkolar@gmail.com
mailto:d-chroust@tamu.edu
mailto:mlabaj@hot.rr.com
mailto:mlabaj@hot.rr.com
mailto:jliles@hollandisd.org
mailto:frankh@spjst.com
mailto:m_marek65@comcast.net
mailto:m_marek65@comcast.net
mailto:dhrna@aol.com
mailto:dhrna@aol.com
mailto:clarices@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clarices@sbcglobal.net
mailto:alkercho@sbcglobal.net
mailto:alkercho@sbcglobal.net
mailto:vanicek@spjst.com
mailto:vanicek@spjst.com


The Czech Educational Foundation of Texas Newsletter 

5 

Promoting the study of Czech language and culture in Texas institutions of higher learning through a variety of funded programs since 1954. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Czech Educational Foundation of Texas 
Membership/Memorial Contribution Form 

Promote the study of Czech language and culture in Texas institutions of higher learning 
by joining the Czech Educational Foundation of Texas. 

Name  ________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________ State _____________ Zip_____________ 

Telephone _____________________________________________________________ 

   

Email _________________________________________________________________ Quantity Amount Total 

2012 CEFT Membership Renewal _____x $  35.00 $__________ 

Donation to CEFT in honor of:    $__________ 

Please print name(s):  

Send acknowledgment of above to: 

   

Donation to CEFT in memory of:    $__________ 

Please print name(s):  

Send acknowledgment of above to: 

   

No membership, but please accept my gift:   $__________ 

Please return this form with your dues and/or donations to: 
CEFT 
c/o Anton Pustejovsky 
P.O. Box 4136 
Sargent, TX 77404 

Amount Enclosed: $____________ 
 

We do not sell our membership list.  
The Czech Educational Foundation of Texas is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit tax-exempt organization. 

 
Clarice Marik Snokhous was recognized with the Texas 

Organization of Czech Ancestry Award; presented by Jean Davis, 

President of the Texas Czech Heritage Society, with an introduction 

by Emma Jean Ribar of CEFT on April 16, 2010: 

Clarice Marik Snokhous was born to Czech parents John I. Marik 

and Josephine Spacek Marik in East Bernard in Wharton County, Texas 

on May 8, 1930. Her grandmother, Ana Kubes Marik from Horni 

Hermanice, was the midwife; the priest Msgr. Joseph C. Kunc from 

Kvasiny, Bohemia baptized her. Clarice’selementary school teachers 

were all nuns of Czech descent from the Incarnate Word of the Blessed 

Sacrament Convent in Shiner, Texas, including the sister of Msgr. Kunc, 

Sister Josephine Kunc who taught Clarice to play the organ and sing the 

old Czech songs. 

Her father’s parents came from Bohemia in the late 1800s; her 

mother came with her family from the Austro Hungarian Empire to 

Galveston in 1904 and settled in Frydek, Texas. Her mother inspired 

Clarice’s interest in her ancestral home when she revisited 

Czechoslovakia for the first time in 1972 with Rudy and Henrietta 

Klecka’s Klub Kontinental tours group. When Clarice took her daughters 

to visit the Spacek relatives in Breclav, Moravia she realized she had to 

study the language to communicate with her cousins. 

She entered classes at the University of Houston studying under 

Dr. Theo Halama, later Bill Soucek and Charles Heyda, which led to her 

first study trip in Prague, sponsored by the Czech Foreign Institute, with 

Dr. Svatova Jakubson of the University of Texas in 1977. She also 

studied with Bill Soucek and Charles Heyda. Since then she has made 

numerous study trips to Prague. It was on these trips that Clarice met 

Clint Machann, Roger Kolar, Woody Smith, Marvin Marek and Margaret 

Klecka, all CEFT board members and members of TOCA, and Cesat Dr. 

Don Pisar, Dan Maresh, Retta Chandler, and many others. 

On November 20, 1999, Clarice and Ray Snokhous, the Honorary 

Consul General of the Czech Republic for the State of Texas, married in 

the village of Magdalena in Bohemia in the church where his 

grandparents were married 114 years earlier, not far from the village of 

Strakonice (Nemcise) where Clarice’s paternal grandfather had lived.  

Clarice has four children, Patrice, Maureen, John and James, who 

have all been to Prague with her, and three of her grandchildren as well 

as Ray’s daughter and two granddaughters have studied in the same 

program that Thadious Polasek directs each summer with the Czech 

Foreign Institute in Prague. 

She has served on the boards of the CEFT for more than 20 years, 

the Czech Cultural Museum Houston for 8 years, and the Texas Czech 

Physicians Program. Since their marriage she continues to help Ray in 

his Consulate work. She is a member of the Czech Heritage Society of 

Texas, Texans of Czech Ancestry (TOCA), Cesat, Sokol of Houston, 

Texas Czech Genealogical Society of Texas, The Texas Czech Heritage 

and Cultural Center in LaGrange, KJZT of East Bernard, SPJST of 

Houston, and Vice President of the Texas District of the National Alliance 

of Czech Catholics.  

Clarice graduated from St. Mary’s Academy in Austin then attended 

Our Lady of the Lake College in San Antonio, Holy Cross Order Noviate 

at St. Mary’s College at Notre Dame, and Wharton County Jr. College. 

She received her Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from the University of 

Houston where she later did post graduate work in architecture and 

photography. She taught at St. Philips School in El Campo and St. 

Anne’s School in Houston in the early 1950s. 

[In 2009] she was awarded a 35 year pin with the Charity Guild of 

Catholic Women in Houston, 30 year pin from the Museum of Fine Arts 

Houston Guild and a 10 year pin from Sokol of Houston. Clarice is a 

member of many organizations including the Equestrian Order of the 

Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Catholic Daughters of America, 

Theresians, Fifth Dimension-International, The Newman Circle and 

various photography organizations. She helped organize the Infant 

Jesus of Prague Ancestral Prayer Garden at St. Mary’s of the 

Assumption Church in West, Texas, Ray’s hometown, where they now 

live on a farm. 
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The newspaper was founded by Jan Rosický in 1890 in Omaha, 

Nebraska.  The paper's name means "Farm Manager" in the Czech 

language and true to its name was created to aid newly-arriving Czech 

people from Europe who intended  to farm in the United States during  

those years.  "Conditions are different in every state in comparison with 

conditions in the old country, therefore new immigrants had to get 

acquainted with the new environment, soil, climate, work ethics, 

farming and the way to do things in this new country", Vaculík 

explained.  The newspaper served as a type of farming guide for the 

Czechs coming into the United States.  "Hospodář recommended 

proven seeds and working methods for individul regions of America, 

informed about dealers selling farming machinery, on ranchers raising 

cattle and dealers selling fertilizers and seeds. . . "  Hospodář was 

purchased by Čechoslovák Publishing Company in 1961 from 

Automatic Printing Company in Omaha, Ne. which was owned by the 

Piskač family.  The paper merged with Čechoslovák, another Czech-

language publication owned by Čechoslovák Publishing Company.  At 

that time, Jerome Kopecký became the newspaper's editor.  Linn and 

Sue Pescaia purchased the Čechoslovák Publishing Company in 

1974.  Hospodář was one of the very few publications allowed into 

Communist controlled Czechoslovakia. 

Through the years, Vaculík said the content of the Hospodář 

changed as its readership changed.  He said the new readers were 

concerned with learning the new culture in the United States along 

with new founded freedoms in clubs and organizations.  "They were 

also interested in keeping in touch with their relatives in the old 

country and to provide moral and financial support during World War I 

and II.  New generations were educated in the American way and they 

became concerned with different things."  Hospodář  gradually 

changed its content from completely agricultural to variety of articles 

for different age groups.  Subjects ranged from past and present 

history of our nation and world to recollections from the various 

contributors' youth in both the old and new country, descriptions of 

experiences from life, religion and philosophical articles, along with 

news from various U.S. festivals. 

During the Cold War period of the 1960s and 1970s, the 

Hospodář was sometimes refused entry by the Communist run Czech 

government.  Censors read each issue and relished the opportunity to 

block its entry into Czechoslovakia for articles they considered 

objectionable to the Communist government.  The censors refused to 

give reason to the Cechoslovak Publishing Company for stopping the 

publication. 

Hospodář ceases publication     continued from page 4 


