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 JANUARY 2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS AT THE 2016 ANNUAL CEFT MEETING   

The Board of Directors of the Czech 
Educational Foundation of Texas (CEFT) 
sincerely hope that all of you had a very 
happy holiday season and that you will 
have a very good and prosperous New 
Year.  We hope to see you at the CEFT 
Annual Meeting on Saturday, January 20 
at the SPJST Headquarters in Temple, 
Texas. The meeting will start at 10:00am. 
   

The Annual Meeting of CEFT affords 
everyone the opportunity to learn more 
about developments  and activities 
during the past year at the three  CEFT 
endowed programs --  the Texas Chair of 
Czech Studies at the University of Texas 
at Austin, the CEFT William J. Hlavinka 
Czech Fellowship at Texas A&M 
University in College Station, and the 
CEFT Frank J. and Hermine Kostohryz 
Residency in Czech Music and Culture 
and the Jim and Rose Bezdek 
Endowment at the University of North 
Texas in Denton.  The meeting also offers 
everyone the opportunity to share their 
thoughts and suggestions about CEFT 
and its future endeavors. It is with CEFT 
membership support that the 
organization is able to continue its 

mission. If you are unable to attend the 
Annual Meeting, please feel free to 
contact one of the Program Advisors for 
each of the three programs for more 
information about how to make a 
contribution—advisors’ names are listed 
in this newsletter. Also included in this 
newsletter is a membership /memorial 
contribution/donation form. Please 
continue to support CEFT by renewing 
your annual membership and 
encouraging others to join. The CEFT 
Board encourages the general 
membership to consider serving as a 
Director; if you are interested, please let 
a current Board Member know. 
 

This past year has been an active one for 
CEFT, which included, among others, a 
successful fundraising gala dinner at 
Texas A&M to help augment  the William 
J. Hlavinka Fellowship, as well as UNT’s  
coordinated Texas-tour by the 
Stribrnanka dechovka band from the 
Czech Republic and UNT’s performance 
of Ceska mse vanocni (Czech Christmas 
Mas) in Praha, Texas.  I encourage all to 
keep abreast of CEFT-related activities by 
regularly checking the CEFT website  at 

www.ceft.us and by following us on 
Facebook. You will also be able to learn 
more about CEFT-related events through 
information provided in this newsletter. 
 

I would like to extend my sincerest 
thanks and appreciation to all of the 
CEFT Board of Directors who continue to 
volunteer of their time and to offer their 
expertise to the organization.  Their 
dedication to CEFT ensures the 
organization’s continued success. We 
look forward to seeing you throughout 
the year. 
 

Woody Smith 
President, CEFT 

Woody Smith, CEFT President with Miss Reveille 
IX and her handler Jacob at the 18th Anniversary 
Celebration of the William J. Hlavinka Fellowship 
at Texas A&M’s College of Liberal Arts. 

From the President 
Greeting to Everyone for a Blessed 2018!  

By: Woody Smith, CEFT President 
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From the 
Chairman 
By: Clinton Machann, CEFT 
Chairman 

As we move into the new year and 
participate in our January 20, 2018 
General Membership Meeting at SPJST 
Headquarters in Temple we are 
reminded of multiple connections 
between past and present. Momentarily 
setting aside changing aspects of our 
personal lives and careers, news flashes 
about national and international events, 
and innumerable messages of all kinds 
from the Internet, our focus on CEFT 
business should reinforce a sense of 
stability and satisfaction in our lives. No, 
this is not going to be a sermon, but I 
want to point out that those of us who 
remain active in our organization 
obviously believe that preserving our 
Czech language and cultural heritage in 
the context of academic programs in 
major Texas universities is a project 
worthy of our dedicated support. Czech 
ethnicity is not just a matter of 
maintaining ties with family and local 
ethnic communities—it’s maintaining 
intellectual awareness of Czech 
contributions to European and American 
history. 

Establishing, maintaining, and expanding 
our programs at UT-Austin, Texas A&M, 
and UNT through the years has been 
challenging, but we have met the 
challenges, and old guys like me are 
happy to see younger CEFT activists 
moving forward in our ranks. I know that 
the late Ben Trcalek, Jr. was one of us 
who held these ideals, too, and I am 
happy to report that his generous gift to 
our organization in his will has now been 
transferred to our bank account. We are 
all grateful to Ben, and we look toward 
the future. 

As we continue to develop our 
innovative programs, we look back at our 
heritage, and see more of those 
connections between past and present. 
Here’s one example from my own 

experience. In preparing for the 18th 
Anniversary Celebration of the William J. 
Hlavinka Fellowship at Texas A&M last 
October 21, I researched the 29 October 
1999 concert by the pianist Richard Urbiš 
on the Aggie campus that marked the 
inauguration of the fellowship. His pieces 
included works by Dusík, Smetana, 
Dvořák, Voříšek, and Janaček. As I 
contemplated those compositions and 
tried to remember what I had heard back 
then, I kept thinking about the current 
program at UNT and the recent 
Stříbrňanka tour. Then I started thinking 
about Bohemian polkas and Moravian 
folk music. Well, “Co Čech, to muzikant.” 
No, in fact, not every Czech is a musician, 
but music is a big part if the Czech 
cultural heritage. Our program at UNT 
carries on this tradition in an outstanding 
way, and I look forward to the 
presentation of Dean Richmond, who 
will be part of our Program on January 
20, 2018. 

Clinton Machann 

Chairman, Board of Directors, CEFT 

 

Clinton Machann, CEFT Chairman greets 
Chancellor John Sharp of the Texas A&M 
University System with Ray Lenart, CEFT Vice 
President at the 18th Anniversary Celebration of 
the William J. Hlavinka Fellowship at Texas 
A&M’s College of Liberal Arts.  

 

October 15, 2017 

Dear Mr. Sassin,  

This letter serves as an annual report for 
the Texas Chair in Czech Studies for the 
2016-2017 fiscal year.  I am writing to 
express my sincere gratitude for this 
endowment, which continues to supply 
the financial resources necessary to 
expand and develop our Czech Studies 
program at UT Austin. 

The primary and most important use of 
the Texas Chair in Czech Studies funds is 
to support Czech language instruction, 
that is, the support for our two full-time 
lecturers of Czech language and cultures, 
Dr. Christian Hilchey and Dr. Meghan 
Forbes.  In 2016-2017, Drs. Hilchey and 
Forbes taught Czech language at the first 
through fourth year levels, as well as 
courses on Czech culture, cuisine and 
literature.  Funds from the Texas Chair in 
Czech Studies funds also supported 
faculty research, technology and 
equipment for creating online Czech 
language course materials, and 
curriculum development, as well as 
tutors who support advanced language 
student study and our weekly Czech 
conversation table (an informal 
gathering for Czech language practice 
with native speakers).  These are all key 
aspects of the Czech language program 
at the Department of Slavic and Eurasian 
Studies.   

The Texas Chair in Czech Studies 
continues to fund a number of UT 
students in their study and research on 
Czech language and culture, including:  

 A scholarship for CREEES 
Master’s student Quinn O’Dowd 
to pursue a two-week intensive 
language program in Brno, 

James Sassin, CEFT Vice 
Chairman at the 18th 
Anniversary Celebration 
of the William J. Hlavinka 
Fellowship at Texas 
A&M’s College of Liberal 
Arts 
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Czech Republic at Masaryk 
University during the winter 
break; 

 Professional development 
funding for History doctoral 
student Simon Miles to present 
his research on how human 
rights ideas impacted US-Soviet 
relations in Cold War era 
Czechoslovakia, Russia, and 
Ukraine at the annual meeting 
of the American Historical 
Association; 

 A Czech Excellence Award for 
Nathanael Kupec and John 
Grewell, for pursuing Czech 
beyond the first-year level and 
achieving academic excellence 
in their pursuit; 

In addition, endowment funds have 
supported a variety of Czech-related 
events and projects in 2016-17 that will 
have a lasting legacy, such as the Texas 
Czech Dialect Project, now headed by 
CREES affiliate faculty, Dr. Hans Boas.  
We were also able to host Martin 
Nekola, an independent researcher in 
Prague who lectured on mapping the 
paths of Czechoslovak Cold War political 
opponent emigres and mentored a 
Master’s student in her thesis research 
on the EU-stance of current political 
parties in the Czech Republic.  The 
endowment also funded a guest lecture 
by Czech scholar at Ohio State 
University, Dr. Daniel Pratt, on the 
underground music Communist protest 
movement of the 1980s, and co-
sponsorship of the “Czech That Film” film 
festival, a rotating film series hosted in 
Austin at the Violet Crown Cinema.  
These events and programs have 
continues to raise the profile of our 
Czech program and provided campus 
and community exposure to Czech 
culture and contemporary issues.  

All in all, the Czech endowment is a 
critical resource for the Department of 
Slavic and Eurasian Studies.  We are 
grateful for the use of these funds for 
our growing Czech Program! 

Sincerely,  

Julia Mickenberg 

Acting Director, Center for Russian, East 
European and Eurasian Studies Interim 
Chair, Department of Slavic and Eurasian 
Studies Associate Professor, Department 
of American Studies The University of 
Texas at Austin  

 

 By: Clinton Machann, CEFT Chairman 

CEFT held its 18th anniversary 
celebration of the William J. Hlavinka 
Fellowship at Texas A&M University’s 
College of Liberal Arts in the Texas A&M 
Recreational Center on Saturday, 
October 21. After welcoming remarks by 
Chairman Clinton Machann, the 
celebration began with the posting of 
the colors by an Honor Guard from the 
American Legion. An ensemble from the 
Texas A&M Century Singers sang the 
American national anthem, as well as 
“Texas, Our Texas,” “The Spirit of 
Aggieland” and “The Aggie War Hymn.”   
Following the Texas A&M Century 
Singers, CEFT Director Lynette 
Urbanovsky sang the Czech national 
anthem, “Kde Domov Můj,” and guest 
vocalist Michael Morris sang the Slovak 
national anthem. Both were 
accompanied by Kovanda’s Czech Band, 
from Houston, Texas.  The namesake of 

the fellowship’s brother, Joe Hlavinka, 
Jr., welcomed guests and introduced 
members of the Hlavinka family.  Unity 
of the Brethren minister and CEFT 
Director, Dr. Mark Labaj, led the 
invocation.   

An elaborate Czech-themed meal was 
prepared and served by the local 
restaurant Veritas Bistro.  During the 
meal, the crowd was entertained with 
accordion music and singing by Henry 
Machichek of the Praha Brothers Band 
and his wife Susan Machichek.  Both 
were dressed in traditional Czech kroje 
(costumes).  Following the meal, the 
Honorary Counsul to the Czech Republic 
and CEFT Director Brian Vanicek spoke 
about upcoming Czech events, thanked 
the late Ben Trcalek, Jr. family that was 
present, and introduced the keynote 
speaker:  Chancellor John Sharp of the 
Texas A&M University System.  CEFT was 
honored to have Chancellor Sharp as its 
keynote speaker. He gave an inspiring 
talk, emphasizing the importance of the 
Fellowship, and spoke about his own 
Czech ancestral roots.   

Following Chancellor Sharp, Professor 
Emeritus and former Head of the 
Department of English at Texas A&M 
University, J. Lawrence Mitchell, 
discussed his experiences working with 
the CEFT William J. Hlavinka Fellowship. 
Dr. Mitchell served as head of the 
Department from 1989 to 2004, so he 
was in charge when the Fellowship 
program was inaugurated in October 
1999, and he strongly supported it. The 
next speaker was Hana Waisserová, who 
came to Texas A&M from Palacký 
University  as a Hlavinka Czech Fellow in 
2006 and stayed until 2008. Today she 
serves as a lecturer of Czech Studies at 
the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. In 
addition to teaching Czech language, 
culture and literature, she teaches a 
course in Women’s Studies and History 
dealing with Women’s Totalitarian 
Experience. The current Fellow, Jan 
Beneš, followed her on the program. 
Coming from Masaryk University in the 
fall of 2015, he is now serving the final 
semester of his stay.  He will be missed 
both in the Dept. of English, where he 
has done very well as a graduate student 

Julia Mickenberg, Acting 
Director, Center for 
Russian, East European and 
Eurasian Studies Interim 
Chair, Department of Slavic 
and Eurasian Studies 
Associate Professor, 
Department of American 
Studies The University of 
Texas at Austin 
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on his way to his Master’s degree, 
obtained last Spring, and in the local 
Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society 
chapter, which has organized the Czech 
language courses that he has taught. 
Jan’s research interests are primarily 
focused on African American literature, 
culture, and history. 

 

After the Fellows’ presentations, a very 
special guest, the Aggie mascot Miss 
Reveille IX, made a brief appearance at 
the celebration, followed  by special 
appearances by Sara (Middlebrook) 
Armor, the 2006 Miss Czech-Slovak USA 
Queen, and Jana (Vaculik) Riley, the 2001 
Miss Texas-Czech Slovak Queen 
Independent Representative.  Both 
ladies came dressed in traditional Czech 
costumes and discussed their 
experiences.   

A concluding presentation was made by 
CEFT Director Paul Hlavinka. The oldest 
son of William J. Hlavinka, Paul thanked 
the attendees and encouraged them to 
contribute to a continuation of the 
Fellowship.  The story of “Bill” Hlavinka 
illustrates a profound “Aggie-Czech” 
connection. A loyal Aggie himself, he 
encouraged family relations to follow 
him to Texas A&M. At least 48 of his 
descendants have attended Texas A&M, 
and many of the guests at the 
celebration were members of the 
Hlavinka family.  

Then came an extended musical 
performance by Kovanda’s Czech Band 
of Houston, with guest vocalist Michael 
Morris. Guests were treated to delicious 
Czech pastries and drinks, including 
varieties of the special plum brandy 
slivovice, associated with the Moravian 
homeland, while they danced and visited 
with old friends and met new ones. CEFT 
President Woody Smith made closing 
remarks at the end of this happy 
occasion. 

The October 21 Celebration expressed 
strong interrelated traditions: CEFT’s 
establishment and continuing support of 
important, influential Czech-related 
academic programs at The University of 
Texas, Texas A&M University, and The 

University of North Texas; strong 
connections between Texas Aggie and 
Texas Czech identity which began early, 
illustrated by the fact the Texas Aggie 
Band can be traced back to the efforts of 
a Czech immigrant named Joseph Holick 
(Holík), who organized a cadet band on 
the A&M campus in the 1890s; and the 
larger picture of Czech ethnic heritage as 
an essential ingredient in Texas history 
and culture. 

 
Pictured Above:  Secretary and CEFT Director Paul 
Hlavinka to the left, the Eldest Son of William J. 
Hlavinka.  Also pictured, Robert and Evelyn 
Rosenbaum. 

 
Henry and Susan Machichek performing in 
traditional Czech kroje. 

  
Ensemble from the Texas A&M Century Singers. 

 
Welcoming by Chairman, CEFT Director and 
Advisor of the CEFT William J. Hlavinka 
Fellowship, Dr. Clinton Machann.  

 
Posting of the Colors by the American Legion 
Honor Guard 

 
The namesake of the fellowship’s brother, Joe 
Hlavinka, Jr., welcomed guests and introduced 
members of the Hlavinka family. 

 
Unity of the Brethren Reverend and CEFT Director 
Dr. Mark Labaj gave the invocation. 
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Keynote speaker Chancellor John Sharp of the 
Texas A&M University System and guest 
Chancellor Emeritus Lamar Urbanovsky, Former 
Chancellor of the Texas State University System. 

 
Honorary Consul to the Czech Republic for Texas 
and CEFT Director Brian Vanicek speaking at the 
CEFT William J. Hlavinka Fellowship Anniversary. 

 
Keynote speaker Chancellor John Sharp of the 
Texas A&M University System presenting at the 
CEFT William J. Hlavinka Fellowship. 

 
Professor Emeritus and former Head of the 
Department of English at Texas A&M University, 
Dr. J. Lawrence Mitchell discussed his experiences 
working with the CEFT William J. Hlavinka 
Fellowship. 

 
Former Fellow, Hana Waisserová, currently a 
Lecturer of Czech Studies at the University of 
Nebraska in Lincoln spoke of her firsthand 
experiences in the Department of English at Texas 
A&M University. 
 

 
Recently graduated Fellow Jan Beneš spoke of his 
firsthand experiences in the Department of English 
at Texas A&M University and teaching the local 
Czech language class. 

 
Three queens were present:  Miss Reveille IX, 
made an appearance at the 
celebration.  Following Miss Reveille, special 
appearances were also made by Sara 
(Middlebrook) Armor, the 2006 Miss Czech-Slovak 
USA Queen, and Jana (Vaculik) Riley, the 2001 
Miss Texas-Czech Slovak Queen Independent 
Representative. 

 
A concluding presentation was made by Secretary 
and CEFT Director Paul Hlavinka, the oldest son of 
the late William J. Hlavinka.  

 
The Kovanda’s Czech Band with Guest Vocalist 
Michael Morris.  

 
Another photo of the Kovanda’s Czech Band.  
 

Jan Benes Recently graduated CEFT Fellow, 
Shibiya S Sabu, Milan Hanuš, from Stankov, 
Plzeňský Kraj, Czech Republic, Jožin Zapletal from 
Zlin, Czech Republic and Lynette Urbanovsky, 
English Publicity Officer with Miss Reveille IX at 
the 18th Anniversry Celebration of the CEFT 
William J. Hlavinka Fellowship with Texas A&M. 

https://www.facebook.com/shibiya.sabu
https://www.facebook.com/milan.hanus.543
https://www.facebook.com/jozinzapletal
https://www.facebook.com/lynette.urbanovsky
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Submitted by: Josef Zapletal and 
Lynette Urbanovsky, CEFT English 
Publicity Officer  

All are welcome!  The Brazos Valley 
Czech Heritage Society (BVCHS) is proud 
to continue offering Czech Language 
Classes!  Classes are taught by a teacher 
from the Czech Republic, this semester 
the BVCHS is honored to have Jožin 
(Josef) Zapletal, originally from the Czech 
Republic as our instructor!   

For: All levels are accepted, 
beginning Czech language 
students welcome. 

Date: Classes Start January 22, 2018, 
class will   be every Monday 
night during the spring 
semester. 

Time: Classes will be from 7:00 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m. 

Place:  St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Parish Activity Center  
600 E 26th St  
Bryan, TX 77803 
 

Cost:  $35.00 for the Semester 
 
*For information contact Jo Ann at (979) 
224-4434 or Lynette at 
lurbanovsky@gmail.com. 
 
Josef is a 3rd year PhD student studying 
industrial and systems engineering at 
Texas A&M University.  Josef was born in 
Zlin, Czech Republic and he moved to the 
United States with his parents as a child. 
Josef grew up outside of Dallas and 
enjoys playing soccer, chess, and biking. 
While Josef is fluent in Czech, he also 
enjoys learning other languages and is 
currently learning Spanish and German.  

 
Josef Zapletal helping teach the BVCHS 
sponsored Czech Language Course.  

 

By: Ray Lenart, CEFT Vice President 

The “Waltz Across Texas” tour of the 
Stříbrňanka Orchestra from Moravia of 
the Czech Republic took place beginning 
April 21 and continued through April 30.  
The brass band, or dechovka, performed 
in nine locations:  Ft Worth, West, Ennis, 
Granger, College Station, La Grange, 
Victoria, Houston and Dallas performing 
authentic Moravian and Bohemian folk 
songs for everyone’s dancing, listening 
and “singalong” pleasure. 

Members of the UNT College of Music 
enjoyed performing Jan Ryba's Christmas 
Mass at St. Mary's Church in Praha, TX 
on the first Sunday of Advent 2017 ( 
December 3).  The Church, which is one 
of the “Painted Churches” of Texas, was 
full and the choir was enthusiastically 
received.  Church management 
subsequently requested that the event 
be held each year and it is under 
consideration to make it an annual event 
on the First Sunday of Advent. 

The 3rd International Festival of Czech 
Music is scheduled for Tuesday,  
November 27 through Sunday,  
December 2, 2018 on the UNT campus  

(Thanksgiving will be the week prior, on 
November 22, 2018).  The last festival 
was held 2016. 

If all goes as planned . . .  

Sara Medkova, who performed the 
Hummel Concerto at a previous festival, 
will return as soloist with the UNT 
orchestra to play the original piano 
version (rarely heard) of Dvorak's piano 
concerto on Wednesday evening.  

There will be, as usual, an academic 
conference on Saturday;  it is hoped that 
the keynote speaker for the conference 
and banquet will be Jaroslav Miller, 
Rector of the University and professor of 
history with a focus on the history of 
political thought and more recently, also 
issues related to Czech and Slovak exile.  
This is a perfect fit for this 100-year 
celebration of the founding of 
"Czechoslovakia." 

The Saturday conference will again be 
followed by a banquet with a keynote 
speaker . . . followed by the opera 
performances.  The UNT opera people 
are discussing two (short) works for that 
Saturday evening, one of which we will 
then take on tour (soloists with piano 
accompaniment). 

A Hussite priest from the church in 
Olomouc will offer a traditional Hussite 
mass, in Czech, on Sunday morning, the 
First Sunday of Advent, in Goolsby 
Chapel on the UNT campus;  Professor 
Sovik is hoping to arrange for vocalists to 
perform traditional Hussite choral works. 

The Hussite priest and his wife (organist 
at the Hussite church in Olomouc) will 
then travel to St. Mary’s Church in Praha 
to lead Texas Czechs in the singing of old 
Czech Christmas carols on the first 
Sunday of the Advent season. 

Once again, festival developments will 
be posted at 
http://czech.music.unt.edu/festival-
schedule as we begin confirming events.  
(What's currently posted is the pre-final 
schedule for the 2nd festival; no idea 
why the system isn't posting the final 
schedule.) 

mailto:lurbanovsky@gmail.com
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Professor Sovik is traveling to the Czech 
Republic this month for a meeting to 
coordinate world-wide events to 
celebrate this 100-year anniversary, and 
again in February to work out the details 
with the Hussite priest and the music 
faculties at Palacky University (Olomouc) 
and the Janacek Academy (Brno).  

 

Photos directly above: Stříbrňanka performing in 
Bryan, Texas April 25, 2017 during their “Waltz 
Across” Texas tour, this performance was hosted 
by the Brazos Valley Czech heritage Society and 
was one of several performances. 

*********** 

 

Clarice Marik Snokhous, CEFT Board of Director 
speaking after receiving the CEFT 2017 Founding 
Father Award. 

CEFT Award Presented 

January 28, 2017 
Founding Father Awardee: 

 Clarice Marik Snokhous of 

the CEFT Board of Directors 

 

On January 28, 2017 Woody Smith 
presented Clarice Marik Snokhous with 
the 2017 Founding Father award from 
the CEFT. 
 
Clarice was born to Czech parents John I. 
Marik and Josephine Spacek Marik in the 
Czech town of East Bernard, Texas in 
Wharton County on May 8, 1930. 
She was born in her parent’s home a 
block from the Czech Holy Cross Catholic 
Church.  The priest, Msgr. Joseph C. Kunc 
was from Czechoslovakia. Clarice’s 
teachers from Primer through the eight 
grades at the Holy Cross School were all 
nuns of Czech decent from the Incarnate 
Word of the Blessed Sacrament Convent 
in Shiner, Texas, including the sister of 
Msgr. Kunc, Sister M. Josephine Kunc.  
When Clarice was 10 years old Sister 
Josephine began teaching Clarice to play 
the organ in church and to sing the old 
Czech songs which she has been 
passionate about ever since. 
Her father was born near East Bernard.  
His father came from Nemcice, near 
Pisek in Bohemia in 1886 and settled in 
Shiner and then East Bernard and his 
mother arrived in 1899 from Horni 
Hermanice in Bohemia Her mother 
arrived in Galveston in 1904 with her 
parents and seven siblings from the 
Hodonin-Breclav area of Moravia and 
settled in Frydek, Texas.  So it is no 
wonder that Clarice has always had a 
deep involvement in her Czech heritage. 
Her mother inspired Clarice’s interest 
when she returned to Czechoslovakia for 
the first time in 1972 on a trip with Rudy 
and Henrietta Klecka’s Klub Kontinental 
tour group.  Two years later Clarice took 
her two daughters to Czechoslovakia 
while they were studying in Switzerland 
for the year. They visited the Spacek 
relatives in Breclav on their way to 
Prague and with that trip Clarice realized 
she had to study the language to be able 
to communicate with her cousins.  She 
began by entering classes at the 
University of Houston, studying under 

Dr. Theo Halama.  That led to her first 
study trip of six weeks at Charles 
University in Prague in 1977 led by  Dr. 
Svatava Jakubson of the University of  
Texas sponsored by the Czech Foreign 
Institute in Prague. Since then she has 
gone on numerous study trips with the 
same program but now for the past 
twenty years having been led by 
Thadious Polasek.  It was on these study 
trips that Clarice met Clint Machan, 
Roger Kolar, Woody Smith, Marvin 
Marek and Margaret Klecka who are all 
now on the board of The Czech 
Educational Foundation of Texas and 
also other members of TOCA and CESAT 
Dr. Don Pisar, Dan Maresh, Retta 
Chandler and others who were on the 
same program in Prague. 
Clarice continued in Czech affairs in her 
love of travel, with photography 
exhibitions in Prague, Pilsen and Breclav 
in 1990 and in Zamek Kozel near Pilsen in 
1994.  She had served on the board of  
The Czech Cultural Museum Houston for 
8 years and presently  the CEFT  board  
the past 20 years,  The Texas District of 
the National Alliance of Czech Catholics 
and  the Texas Czech Heritage and 
Cultural Center in La Grange.  She is a 
member of The Texas Czech Heritage 
Society of Texas, TOCA, CESAT, SOKOL of 
Houston - Lodge 88, Texas Czech 
Genealogy Society of Texas, The Texas 
Czech Heritage Society, and The KJZT in 
East Bernard. 
Clarice graduated from High School at St. 
Mary”s Academy in Austin and then 
attended Our Lady of the Lake College in 
San Antonio, entered the Holy Cross 
Order Novitiate at St. Mary’s College at 
Notre Dame, then the Wharton County 
Jr. College and received her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts Degree in painting and music at 
the University of Houston and later did 
post-graduate studies in architecture and 
photography. 
 She taught at St. Philips School in El 
Campo and St. Anne’s School in Houston 
in the early 1950’s. 
Six years ago she was awarded her 35 
year pin  with the Charity Guild of 
Catholic Women in Houston, her 30 year 
pin from the Museum of Fine Arts 
Houston Guild and a 10 year pin from 
Sokol of Houston. 
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She is a member of numerous other 
organizations including the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem, Catholic Daughters of 
America, Theresians-Fith Dimension 
International , the Newman Club and 
various photography organizations. 
Clarice has four children who have all 
graduated from the University of Dallas 
and four grandchildren who have done 
the same. 
Seventeen years ago Clarice and Ray 
Snokhous, the Honorary Czech Consul for 
the State of Texas married in the church 
of St. Magdalena in Bohemia.  Clarice 
joyfully  became doubly involved helping 
Ray in his consular work with the Czech 
people, until his death February 26, 
2016. 
 
Biography by: Clarice Marik Snokhous, 
CEFT Board of Director and Submitted 
by: Diane Sulak Wilson, CEFT Vice 
President for Membership/Public 
Relations 

 
Clarice Marik Snokhous, CEFT Board of Director 
being presented with the 2017 Founding Father 
Award from CEFT Chairman, Clinton Machann and 
CEFT President, Woody Smith.

Clarice Marik Snokhous, CEFT Board of Directors 
being presented with the 2017 Founding Father 
Award from CEFT Chairman, Clinton Machann 
and CEFT President, Woody Smith. 

 

By: Bruno A. Shimek, Committee Bake 
Show Member for the Caldwell, Texas  
Kolache Festival in Burleson County 

In Texas, there’s a lot to do on the 
second Saturday in September: the Fall 
hunting season beings with the first 
flight of ducks, the College and 
Professional football seasons are starting 
up, and the State Kolache Festival takes 
place in Caldwell, Texas.  With deep 
roots in Texas Czech Heritage, my wife 
and I go to Caldwell – and have done so 
nearly every year since 1987. 

In the early years, we enjoyed many of 
the activities; visiting vendor booths, 
listening to traditional Czech music 
played by live bands, purchasing and 
eating Kolaches from the various 
businesses represented, and observing 
traditional Czech kroj outfits worn by 
Czech people.  The Original Kolache 
Festival band performed annually, and 
often meandered through the crowds, 
stopping to play Czech music on the 
street corners.  Another band we often 
heard was the Shiner Hobo Band.  This 
year, along with the Original Kolache 
Festival Band and the Shiner Hobo Band, 
you could also hear the Praha Brothers, 
Chris Rybak, Fritz Hodde and the 
Fabulous Six, and the Dujka Brothers.  

Over time, I began to reflect on my 
Czech Heritage and upbringing on a farm 
where my parents and grandparents 
regularly spoke the Czech language.  
Many of the activities we observed at 
the festival were parts of my everyday 
life growing up; making homemade soup 
in a kettle, blacksmithing, processing 
meat to make sausage in late fall or early 
winter, speaking the Czech language, 
playing and singing Czech songs, and 
baking fresh kolaches.  

My memories of the freshly baked 
kolaches come to mind most; it was a 
frequent activity for my mother as well 
as both of my grandmothers.  I 
remember waiting for the oven door to 
open as the aroma quickly spread 
through the house, we couldn’t wait for 
them to cool before sampling them.  One 
of my grandmothers specialized in poppy 
seed and the other grandmother 
specialized in cottage cheese mixed with 
pineapple, raisins, coconut, or some 
combination thereof.  We grew the 
poppy flowers, and helped grandma 
process the resulting seeds – one poppy 
at time.  The cottage cheese was also 
freshly prepared from grandma and 
grandpa’s farm.   

Making kolaches was an event that 
involved the entire family.  The children 
helped by adding the pousipka (the 
sugary, buttery topping we all love).  We 
were probably mostly in the way, but 
mom and our grandmothers never 
complained.  As we grew older, we 
helped prepare the kolache fillings.  My 
sisters did more, and learned more 
about the baking than I did – other jobs 
on the farm took me away from the 
baking process.  School, college, and 
work took me in different directions 
away from those Czech traditions and 
activities until I realized that with both 
my grandmothers gone, it was up to me 
to learn and pass on the rich traditions of 
my Czech upbringing – to preserve them 
for future generations of Texas Czechs to 
enjoy and use in their lives.   

My journey to learn about how to bake 
kolaches – not just putting on the 
toppings and helping with fillings – 
began when I asked my mom to teach 
me what she did and how she did it.  Of 
course, she was happy to oblige and I 
was glad to learn from her.  If you know 
someone – mom, dad, grandma, 
neighbor, relative, or friend – who knows 
how to make kolaches, ask them to 
teach you.  If you don’t know anyone 
with that skill, don’t be afraid to get a 
recipe and try for yourself! 

My next step was to team with my 
mother to bake for the State Kolache 
Festival in Caldwell.  We both entered in 
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about 2001.  Although neither of us won 
a top prize that year, it motivated me to 
try again.  I began exploring ways to 
improve the dough and fillings and 
continued to enter each year.   
Over time, this has become a 
competition among friends – I look 
forward to seeing familiar faces, as well 
as new entrants each year.  The baking 
competition is the heart and soul of the 
entire festival, and I encourage you to 
enter this year, and continue to enter 
each year, and hope you will want to 
encourage others to do the same.  Don’t 
be discouraged, if you don’t win top 
prize, but rather, keep working and 
building your baking skills – it’s worth 
the effort!  

There are many other ways to celebrate 
and enjoy Czech heritage at the festival 
to celebrate our Czech heritage while 
waiting for the results of the baking 
competition.  The antique machinery and 
tractor show as well as the classic car 
show provide a glimpse back in time to 
how many of the Texas Czechs lived.  The 
quilt show at the Civic Center, the Czech 
Heritage Museum, and the Kraitcher 
House Museum are all worthwhile stops 
to experience, or find a spot in the 
grandstands, or under the pecan trees at 
the courthouse, to listen to the 
traditional Czech music while you wait to 
hear the results of the State 
Championship Kolache Baking Contest to 
be announced on the main stage.  

 

Bruno Shimek at the 2017 Kolache Festival Bake 
Show dressed in Czech Kroj. 

  

Pictured in the 3 pictures above: Bruno 
Shimek ‘s Kolaches  

 

 Bruno Shimek ‘s Kolache Dough 

 

Josef Zapletal excited and ready to judge 
kolaches at the 2017 Kolache festival Bake Show 

  

Jan Benes, recently graduated CEFT Fellow 
excited and ready to judge kolaches at the 2017 
Kolache festival Bake Show 
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Ben Trcalek, Jr., 
former Director of  CEFT 

 
Ben Trcalek, Jr.  
passed away on 
February 11, 
2017.  Ben was 
a Director and 
past Treasurer 
of the Czech 
Educational 
Foundation of 
Texas (CEFT), 

Ben was on the ground floor of the 
University of Texas Czech Chair for CEFT 
and the William J. Hlavinka Fellowship at 
Texas A&M. In the last years of his life 
Ben regularly attended the Czech 
Language Classes taught by the CEFT 
William J. Hlavinka Fellowship Fellow, 
and greatly enjoyed getting to know the 
Czech students.  
 

Did you know that CEFT not only has 
a website, but is also on Facebook!  
Please look us up for upcoming 
events, history, programs, articles, 
past newsletter editions, and much 
more to come! 
 
 

CEFT Website: 
http://www.ceft.us/ 
Website Master: John Sefcik, 
jgsefcik@sbcglobal.net 
 

CEFT Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/CEFT-
Czech-Educational-Foundation-of-
Texas-499171830264479/ 
Facebook Administrator:  

Lynette Urbanovsky, lurbanovsky@gmail.com 
Co-Administrators: 
Amy Jurica-Hinnant, ajhinnant@gmail.com 
Cindy P. Belknap, Cindy94ag@gmail.com 
Brian Vanicek, Vanicek@spjst.com 
 
 

CEFT Officers and 

Program Advisors 

Officers 
Chairman Clinton Machann 

c-machann@tamu.edu  979-845-4898 

Vice Chairman James M. Sassin 

sassinjames@yahoo.com  512-826-7559 

President Woody Smith 

woody@tiec.org 512-342-9270 

Vice President Ray Lenart 

r.lenart@verizon.net 214-394-1962 

Secretary & Legal Advisor 

Paul T. Hlavinka 

pth@flash.net 713-521-1335 

Treasurer Cindy P. Belknap 

Cindy94ag@gmail.com 817-229-8138 

Legal Advisor Daniel Hrna 

dhrna@aol.com  281-564-9800 

Parliamentarian, Donnie S. Victorick 

dv.aggie71@gmail.com 979-272-3265 

Czech Publicity Jan Vaculik 

janvaculik@hotmail.com  254-826-3838 

Eng. Publicity Lynette Urbanovsky 

lurbanovsky@gmail.com 979-450-1820 

VP Membership/Public Relations 

Diane Sulak Wilson 

dsulakwilson@gmail.com 254-495-9995 

Website John Sefcik 

jgsefcik@sbcglobal.net  

Program Advisors 
University of Texas 

James Sassin  (contact info. above) 

Roger Kolar  rhkolar@gmail.com   

512-453-0642 

Mark Labaj  mark.labaj@utexas.edu   

254-774-8179 

Ray Lenart  (contact info. above) 

Woody Smith  (contact info. above) 

 

Texas A&M University 

Clint Machann  (contact info. above) 

Woody Smith (contact info. above) 

Paul Hlavinka  (contact info. above) 

Lynette Urbanovsky (contact info. 

above) 

Amy Jurica-Hinnant (contact info. 

above) 

  
University of North Texas 

Margaret Klecka  214-352-1824 

Ray Lenart  (contact info. above) 

Clarice Marik Snokhous   
clarices@sbcglobal.net  254-826-3004 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Featured In This  

Newsletter Edition: 
 From the President Pg. 1 

 From the Chairman Pg. 2 

 University of Texas Report to 

CEFT Program Advisor Pg. 2 

 18th Anniversary of the Czech 

Educational Foundation of 

Texas William J. Hlavinka 

Fellowship at Texas A&M 

University’s College of Liberal 

Arts Pg. 3 

 Spring Czech Language Classes 

Pg. 4 
 Report of CEFT (Kostohryz and 

Bezdek) Endowments at 
University of North Texas Pg. 4 

 CEFT 2017 Founding Father 
Award Pg. 7 

 How I Celebrate my Czech 
Heritage by Baking Kolache 
Pg. 8 

  CEFT Condolences Pg. 10 

James Sassin, Vice Chairman of the CEFT Board 
of Directors and Honorary Consul to the Czech 
Republic for Texas and CEFT Director Brian 
Vanicek  at the CEFT William J. Hlavinka 
Fellowship 18th Anniversary. 

 

CEFT Board of Directors at the November 21, 
2015 Board Meeting in Denton, Texas. 

http://www.ceft.us/
https://www.facebook.com/CEFT-Czech-Educational-Foundation-of-Texas-499171830264479/
https://www.facebook.com/CEFT-Czech-Educational-Foundation-of-Texas-499171830264479/
https://www.facebook.com/CEFT-Czech-Educational-Foundation-of-Texas-499171830264479/
mailto:lurbanovsky@gmail.com
mailto:ajhinnant@gmail.com
mailto:Cindy94ag@gmail.com
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