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CEFT Chairman James Sassin, with CEFT 
President Woody Smith and Former CEFT 
Chairman Dr. Clinton Machann at the 
January 2018 annual CEFT Membership 
Meeting Board of Directors Meeting. 

CEFT Board of Directors at the January 2018 Annual CEFT Membership and Board of Directors Meeting at the 
SPJST Headquarters in Temple, TX 
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On behalf of the Board of Directors of 
the Czech Educational Foundation of 
Texas (CEFT), I wish to extend wishes to 
all for a happy and prosperous 2019.  
There has been quite a bit of activity this 
past year at CEFT and at the three CEFT-
funded programs, some of which you will 
be able to read about in the individual 
reports in this newsletter.  

After many years serving as Chairman of 
the Board of CEFT, Dr. Clinton Machann 
decided to relinquish that position last 
January.  His dedicated work and 

expertise as Chairman over the years are 
sincerely appreciated. Much of the 
written history of CEFT is thanks to Dr. 
Machann. In addition, his tireless efforts 
at Texas A&M has helped to ensure that 
the CEFT William J. Hlavinka Czech 
Fellowship at Texas A&M is a success for 
many years. CEFT is therefore pleased 
and thankful that Dr. Machann will 
continue to serve as a member of the 
CEFT Board of Directors, and we look 
forward to working with him for years to 
come. 

At the same time, we would like to 
welcome Mr. James Sassin, a long-time 
CEFT Board Member, to the position of 
Chairman of The Board. He assumed this 
position as of January 2018. Under his 
guidance, CEFT has begun developing an 
updated strategic plan with specific goals 
and objectives for future development of 
the organization.  More information 
about this will be forthcoming. We look 
forward to working with Mr. Sassin 
throughout the upcoming years. 

From the President 
Greetings to Everyone for a Blessed 2019!  

By: Woody Smith, CEFT President 
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CEFT Directors Clarice Snokhous, Lynette 
Urbanovsky, Chairman James Sassin, and 
John Sefcik, with guest Theresa Phinney at 
the George Bush Library at Texas A&M 
University August 2018.  

Hynek Kmoníček, Ambassador to the United 
States from the Czech Republic  visiting with 
CEFT Director Clarice Snokhous and 
Chairman James Sassin at the 100 Year 
Czech Independence Celebration at Baylor 
University.  

I sincerely hope that as many CEFT 
members as possible will be able to 
attend the Annual Meeting of CEFT since 
this is the venue that affords everyone 
the opportunity to learn more about 
developments  and activities during the 
past year at the three  CEFT endowed 
programs --  the Texas Chair of Czech 
Studies at the University of Texas at 
Austin, the CEFT William J. Hlavinka 
Czech Fellowship at Texas A&M 
University in College Station, and the 
CEFT Frank J. and Hermine Kostohryz 
Residency in Czech Music and Culture at 
the University of North Texas in Denton.  
In addition, the Annual Meeting offers 
everyone the opportunity to share their 
thoughts and suggestions about future 
activities for CEFT. If you are unable to 
attend the Annual Meeting, please feel 
free to contact one of the Program 
Advisors for each of the three programs 
for more information and to offer 
suggestions and recommendations.  

Included in this newsletter is a 
membership/memorial 
contribution/donation form. Please 
continue to support CEFT by renewing 
your annual membership and 
encouraging others to join. Although 
CEFT is a relatively small organization, it 
has been very successful in achieving 
large goals. It is with the continued CEFT 
membership support and donations that 
the organization is able to fulfill its 
mission. Also, if you are interested 
serving as a CEFT Board Member, please 
let a current Board Member know. 

 I also encourage everyone to keep 
abreast of CEFT-related activities by 
regularly checking the CEFT website at 
www.ceft.us and by following us on 
Facebook. I would like to extend my 
sincerest thanks and appreciation to all 
of the CEFT Board of Directors who 
continue to volunteer of their time and 
to offer their expertise to the 
organization.  Their dedication to CEFT 
helps ensure the organization’s 
continued success. 

Woody Smith, President, Czech 
Educational Foundation of Texas 

 

From the 
Chairman 
By: James Sassin, CEFT 
Chairman 

Dear CEFT Members, 
 
Our course is set!!   
 
At our Summer Quarterly meeting we 
voted unanimously to move forward 
with the Strategy Committee’s 
recommendations for our future.  These 
recommendations are listed below:  
  
Goal 1: Enhance our Existing Programs: 
CEFT's top priority is to maintain the 
existing programs and to make them 
better. 
 
Goal 2: Foundation rebranding and 
online presence: In order to grow, CEFT 
will expand our visibility in the Texas 
Czech community and outside of Texas 
both in name recognition and also in 
availability and presence (online). 
 
Goal 3: Expand into additional 
educational and cultural areas: CEFT's 
original charter does not limit its support 
of Texas Czech culture to the university 
system.  It was recognized that we 
should work hand-in-hand with anyone 
or group who is undertaking a worthy 
effort to preserve our rich Texas Czech 
culture. 
 

Goal 4: Grow new, relevant programs: 
CEFT recognizes that there are efforts in 
a few colleges that are similar to those of 
our existing programs. These should also 
be considered for CEFT's support in the 
future. 
 
In the coming months, we will establish 
objectives and metrics as part of these 
goals and move forward in growing this 
organization. One of our key goals is that 
CEFT will be expanding its horizons and 
going through a rebranding process. 
These goals will allow us to pursue 
innovative opportunities and ideas 
including supporting and expanding our 
existing programs as well as expanding 
our reach into other part of the country 
and the world.   

 

 
In October, my fellow Directors Ray 
Lenart, Brian Vanicek, Clarice Snokhous, 
Roger Kolar, Lynette Urbanovky, John 
Sefcik, and I attended the one-day 
Celebration of 100 Years of Czech 
Independence at the Keston Center for 
Religion, Politics and Society at Baylor 
University on October 11th.  (Our guests 
at the CEFT table were Hlavinka Fellow, 
Tereza Walsbergerova, Mirka Kolinova-
Hendrich, Sara Mynarcik, and Patty 
Kolar.)  Ambassador Extraordinary & 
Plenipotentiary of the Czech Republic to 
the United States, Hynek Kmonicek was 
the honored guest and keynote speaker 
of the event.  He shared his engaging 
personal historical perspective of the 
Czech Republic in his speech titled 
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“Lessons on Freedom: Perspectives on 
the Past, Prospects for the Future.”  A 
UNT College of Music ensemble, led by 
Thomas Sovik also provided a pre-lecture 
musical performance with excerpts from 
the Cunning Little Vixen. It should be 
mentioned that CEFT also served as 
sponsor for the event and were given 
prominent acknowledgement for our 
support.  Participating in this high-profile 
event is the type of exposure we need to 
have to increase our visibility to 
potential stakeholders and our Czech 
community in Texas and elsewhere.   

 
Christian Hilchey, professor of Czech at the 
University of Texas shares slides about Reality 
Czech at the April 2018 CEFT Board of Directors 
Meeting in Austin, Texas 
 

On November 1st we also had a meeting 
with Professor Mary Neuberger from the 
University of Texas.  Director’s Roger 
Kolar, Woody Smith and I met with her 
to discuss the Czech Chair.  The student 
enrollment numbers are as follows: 5 
students are enrolled in 1st year Czech, 6 
students are enrolled in 2nd year Czech 
and 3 students are enrolled in Advanced 
Czech.  (A more detailed report is also be 
provided as a hand-out at this meeting.)  
 
Again, I will end by saying that these are 
exciting times for our organization!  With 
the implementation of our new strategy 
we are on the verge of serving as a major 
catalyst for Czech educational program’s 
worldwide.   
 
James M. Sassin 
Chairman, Board of Directors, CEFT   
 

 
 
James Sassin, CEFT Chairman with the Czech 
Republic Ambassador to the United States Hynek 
Kmoníček at the 100 Years Celebration of Czech 
Independence.   

By: Kathy R. Hillman,  
Director of the 
Keston Center for Religion, Politics,  
and Society 
Baylor University 

 
Hynek Kmoníček, Ambassador to the 
United States from the Czech Republic, 
headlined a commemoration of the 
100th anniversary of the independence 
of Czechoslovakia in Waco at Baylor 
University and McLennan Community 
College (MCC), October 9-12, 2018. 
Presented by the Keston Center for 
Religion, Politics, and Society; Baylor’s 
Department of Modern Languages and 
Cultures; and MCC, the event featured 
film screenings of Oratorio for Prague 
(1968) and the Power of the Powerless 
(2009); a presentation of Václav Havel’s 
Audience: A Play by the Theatre 
Department; a luncheon “Celebrating a 
Century of Freedom and Friendship” 
honoring the Ambassador and his wife 
Indira Gumarova along with sponsors 
and invited guests; and a breakfast and 
lecture by former MCC/Masaryk 
University exchange student Alice 

Luňáková on “The Magic and Tragic 
Eights: Generational Reflections on 100 
Years of Czech History.” 
On Thursday, October 11, the Keston 
Center hosted a reception honoring 
Ambassador Kmoníček. During the 
gathering, students from the University 
of North Texas College of Music, 
supported by the Czech Educational 
Foundation of Texas, sang excerpts from 
The Cunning Little Vixen, an opera by 
Czech composer Leoš Janáček. Following 
the reception, Ambassador Kmoníček 
presented his address, “Lessons on 
Freedom: Perspectives on the Past, 
Prospects for the Future.” As part of the 
lecture, Egle Uljas, graduate student in 
piano, performed two Czech Dances by 
Bedřich Smetana.  

The Ambassador, Ms. Gumarova, and 
other guests also toured the Keston 
Center where they viewed an exhibit 
commemorating the anniversary along 
with items related to religious 
persecution in Czechoslovakia. Overall 
attendance numbered approximately 
575 as the academic-focused observance 
attracted the larger Texas Czech 
community. Baylor’s student 
newspaper’s coverage of the event can 
be accessed at 
https://baylorlariat.com/2018/10/11/cze
ch-it-out/. 

Thank you, Czech Educational 
Foundation of Texas, for your significant 
support that helped make the 
remembrance successful. 

Kathy R. Hillman, Director 
Keston Center for Religion, Politics,  
and Society 
Baylor University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hynek Kmoníček, Ambassador to the United States from 
the Czech Republic, Indira Gumarova , Honorary Consul to 
the Czech Republic and CEFT Director Brian Vanicek, Joan 
Vanicek and Kathy Hillman. 

https://baylorlariat.com/2018/10/11/czech-it-out/
https://baylorlariat.com/2018/10/11/czech-it-out/
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By: Tereza Walsbergerová, 

CEFT Texas A&M William J. 
Hlavinka Fellow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first time I realized I had fully 
become an Aggie was deep into my first 
semester at Texas A&M University. In 
fact, it was so deep into the semester 
that I was already leaving Texas for 
winter break with a grade transcript 
fresh from the printer in my pocket. I 
was waiting at my gate at Houston 
International Airport, sipping black 
coffee and nibbling on a candy bar, when 
an older gentleman sitting next to me 
leaned forward and squinted at me from 
underneath his rectangular glasses: “Are 
you an Aggie, then?” he asked, and I – 
realizing I was wearing a Texas A&M 
sweatshirt underneath my unbuttoned 
coat – found myself smiling back at him 
with pride. “Yes sir, I am.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I revealed to him that I was going home 
to the Czech Republic for Christmas and 
we chatted for a while about this and 
that. It was only when he told me that he 
was a Longhorn, an alumnus of the 
University of Texas at Austin, when I 
realized where that tiny bit of playful 
resentment in his eyes came from. Now, 
I may not be as immersed in the sports 
side of Texas A&M as my predecessor, 

Jan Beneš, but I know enough about the 
history of rivalry between the Aggies and 
the Longhorns to notice when someone 
is wearing burnt orange on campus 
(gasp) and to be able to laugh at 
anecdotes about dogs and bulls on the 
internet. And so, when the old man 
proceeded to ask me teasing questions 
about whether I was enjoying studying in 
such a “unique environment”, I, although 
fully aware of the joking nature of his 
speech, suddenly felt like it was my 
solemn duty to defend Aggieland and 
our “unique environment” to the death. 
And in that single moment, I became a 
fully realized Aggie.  

It’s nice to belong to a university 
community that is so passionate about 
its traditions and so proud of its 
uniqueness. Because of this kind of 
fellowship, you can find allies all over the 
world. Back in the Czech Republic, we 
don’t really have that. Yes, there is a 
slight rivalry between the faculties at 
Masaryk University and some enjoy 
going to university hockey matches, but 
it doesn’t come close to experiencing an 
Aggie football game at Kyle Field. Even if 
you don’t know all the yells and songs 
and don’t understand the rules of the 
game, you can’t help but wave that 
towel over your head and scream when 
everyone else is screaming in the stands. 
Getting to go to the UAB Blazers - TAMU 
game with Lynette Urbanovsky on 
November 17, 2018 was definitely a 
highlight of my fall, just as it was a 
highlight of my semester when I saw 
Reveille in person for the first time in 
front of Sterling C. Evans Library. I have 
yet to take a picture with her and pet her 
silky fur, but I am keeping my fingers 
crossed I will before I leave Texas this 
May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, I have been enjoying my stay in 
College Station and studies at Texas 
A&M immensely and I want to stress just 
how invaluable the CEFT Texas A&M 
Hlavinka Fellowship has been to me and 
my dissertation project so far. Last 
semester was a whirlwind of new 
people, new classes, and new places to 
me, and sometimes I struggled to take it 
all in, but everything I have gone through 
has been worth it. I made new friends, 
learned new things, experienced all kinds 
of weather, and tasted new flavors (of 
which the various versions of 
tortilla/taco soup have been my favorite 
so far). Perhaps most importantly, I got 
the opportunity to explore and use one 
of the best university libraries I have 
seen in my life – the Sterling C. Evans 
Library at A&M – which has everything I 
need as well as everything I never even 
knew I needed.  

The English Department at Texas A&M 
offers stimulating courses from film-
focused subjects to survey courses 
focusing on specific genres of literature 
and certain periods of American and 
British literary history. My favorite 
course in the fall semester surprisingly 
ended up being a survey course focusing 
on American literary history from its 
beginnings to the end of the 18th 
century. I say surprisingly, because as my 
primary focus is American postmodern 
fiction (20th and 21st century), I don’t 
feel entirely comfortable in this older 
period, but in the end, I discovered that 
there was a lot to love and analyze in this 
era, too. I wrote and presented my final 
paper on two Edgar Allan Poe short 
stories and the feedback from my 
professor was so nice I ended up printing 
it out and saving it amongst my most-
cherished documents.  

As I write this report, we are yet to have 
our first Czech lesson of the Spring 
semester, but I am already excited to see 
everyone again. Teaching the Czech 
class, offered by the Brazos Valley Czech 
Heritage Society, has definitely been one 
of the delights of my stay in Texas and 
that is mainly thanks to the tireless 
efforts of Lynette Urbanovsky, Jo Ann 
Zaeske, and Josef “Pepa” Zapletal, who 
have worked hard on both promoting 

Texas A&M CEFT William J. Hlavinka Advisors Director 
Paul Hlavinka, Lynette Urbanovsky, Dr. Clinton 
Machann, with Fellow Tereza Walsbergerová  and Ginny 
Machann.  

Texas A&M CEFT William J. Hlavinka Fellow Tereza 
Walsbergerová, CEFT Director Lynette Urbanovsky and 
Melissa Barr.  
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Czech Republic 
Ambassador to the United 
States Hynek Kmoníček , 
CEFT Texas A&M  
Hlavinka Fellow Tereza 
Walsbergerová and CEFT 
Director Lynette 
Urbanovsky at the 100 
Year Celebration of Czech 
Independence.  

and helping me lead the classes. 
Surprisingly enough, it turns out it can be 
quite hard to teach your own language 
when there are so many rules and 
exceptions you don’t even realize exist! 
The students have done a great job last 
semester and learned some new things 
about not only the Czech language but 
also about the Czech Republic. We have 
tackled many topics – such as food, the 
seasons, geography of the Czech 
Republic, money, flowers, colors, and 
Christmas traditions – and worked on 
learning some necessary verbs – such as 
“to be,” “to have,”, “to go,” “to 
ride/drive,” and “to like”. Our last class 
of the semester was dedicated to 
watching my favorite Czech fairy tale 
movie “S čerty nejsou žerty,” or “Give 
the Devil His Due” – a funny cautionary 
tale about love, kindness, and generosity 
– just about perfect for the upcoming 
holiday season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides teaching the Czech classes, I also 
got to interact with the Czech 
community in Texas on a slightly larger 
scale. For example, Lynette, Pepa, and I 
got to judge kolaches at the Kolache 
Festival in Caldwell, and Lynette and I 
also spent some time at the Czech booth 
at World Fest 2018, which offered such 
delights as vánočka, štrůdl, and (of 
course) kolaches. I was also given the 
opportunity to participate in the 
celebration of 100 years of 
Czechoslovakia in Waco, which was also 
where Lynette and I got to meet the 
Czech ambassador to the U.S., His 
Excellency Hynek Kmoníček. I returned 
to Waco for Thanksgiving on the 
invitation of my dear friend Mr. John 

Hillman and his 
lovely wife Kathy 
and enjoyed it very 
much. 

Being the Hlavinka 
Fellow at Texas 
A&M is a great 

privilege – one that 
will hopefully aid me 
in securing a good job 
in the future – but it 
is the memories that I 
have made and am 
yet to make in Texas 
that I will carry with 

me forever. I would like to thank 
everyone for being so kind, 
accommodating, and generous to me. 
This Texas chapter will definitely remain 
one of the most cherished and important 
chapters of my life. So, thanks and 
gig’em! 
 

Tereza Walsbergerová  
CEFT Texas A&M William J. Hlavinka 
Fellow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by: Tereza Walsbergerová, 
CEFT Texas A&M William J. Hlavinka 
Fellow and Lynette Urbanovsky, CEFT 
English Publicity Officer  
All are welcome!  The Brazos Valley 
Czech Heritage Society is proud to 
continue offering Czech Language 
Classes!  Classes are taught by a teacher 
from the Czech Republic, this semester 
the BVCHS is honored to have Tereza 
Walsbergerová, the Czech Education 
Foundation of Texas Hlavinka Fellowship 
selected fellow student from the Czech 
Republic as our instructor.   

 

 

 

 

 

For: All levels are accepted, 
beginning Czech language 
students welcome. 

 

Date: Classes Started January 21, 
2019, class will be every 
Monday night during the spring 
semester. 

 

Time: Classes are from 7:00 p.m. until 
8:30 p.m. 

 

Place:  St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Parish Activity Center  
600 E 26th St  
Bryan, TX 77803 
 

Cost:  $35.00 for the Semester 
 

*For information contact Jo Ann at (979) 
224-4434 or Lynette at 
lurbanovsky@gmail.com. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Joan Vanicek, Honorary Consul to the Czech Republic and 
CEFT Director Brian Vanicek, CEFT Texas A&M Hlavinka 
Fellow Tereza Walsbergerová and CEFT Director Lynette 
Urbanovsky judging Kolache Festival in Caldwell, Texas. 

Hynek Kmoníček, Ambassador to the United States 
from the Czech Republic with CEFT Texas A&M  
Hlavinka Fellow Tereza Walsbergerová, CEFT Director 
Lynette Urbanovsky, Mirka Kolinova and CEFT Director 
Clarice Snokhous at the 100 Year  Czech Independence 
Celebration at Baylor University. 

CEFT Texas A&M  
Hlavinka Fellow 
Tereza 
Walsbergerová 
teaching the 
Brazos Valley 
Czech Heritage 
Society Sponsored 
Czech Language 
Class. 

The Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society Czech Language 
Class. 

CEFT Texas A&M  Hlavinka Fellow Tereza 
Walsbergerová teaching the Brazos Valley Czech 
Heritage Society Sponsored Czech Language Class. 

mailto:lurbanovsky@gmail.com
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By: Ray Lenart, CEFT Vice President 

In September, Professor Tom Sovik, 5 
singers and the new faculty accompanist 
(Dr. Sovik says they stole him from the 
Fort Worth Opera) traveled to Olomouc 
and Brno for language coaching; these 
were the lead singers who performed in 
the CEFT/UNT English-language 
production of Janacek's "The Cunning 
Little Vixen" (which was the keynote 
work of the CEFT/UNT Czech festival, at 
the end of November) . . . and then who 
performed scenes from the opera, in 
CZECH, in College Station, West, Austin, 
Temple, and Dallas.   
 

Our 3rd International Festival of Czech 
Music, on the UNT campus, included 
smaller performances of four-hand piano 
music of Dvorak, a vocal recital of the 
music of Czech-Jewish composers who 
were in prison camps, and two multi-
media performances by Czech 
composers . . . large-scale performances 
by the UNT orchestra (one symphony 
plus a piano concerto) and "The Cunning 
Little Vixen" performed by the UNT 
opera company and orchestra . . . AND, 
one additional opera written by a Czech 
composer (who was in attendance!).  
AND, an academic conference was 
hosted.  
 

Visitors from the Czech Republic 
included the President, Vice President, 
and Head of International Relations at 
Palacky University in Olomouc; a Czech 
Hussite priest and his organist wife, also 
from Olomouc; and the President, a 
Czech pianist (who performed the piano 
concerto), and the Head of International 
Relations from the Janacek Academy of 
Music in Brno. 

 
 
 

At the festival banquet, the University of 
North Texas signed new student-
exchange agreements with both Palacky 
University and with the Janacek 
Academy . . . and then Santa showed up 
and led the Texas Czechs in a singing of 
Pisnicka ceska. 
 

As if the festival (the last Wednesday 
through Sunday in November) and "the 
tour" with the opera singers (Tuesday 
thru Saturday in the first week of 
December) wasn't enough, on the one 
"free day" between the festival and the 
tour Professor Sovik traveled to Praha, 
Texas with two singers and a cellist 
where the four performed Pergolesi's 
"Stabat Mater" (during which the Hussite 
priest gave a sermon in Czech, with 
summary in English) . . . and then the 
priest and his wife (playing organ) led a 
sing-along of traditional Moravian 
Christmas carols, singing in Czech. 
 

What's next?   
 

In July Tom Sovik will return to Olomouc 
and Brno with five singers, once again for 
language coaching in singing (which is 
significantly different than language 
coaching in speaking), who will perform 
the lead roles in TWO operas at the 
Baroque Opera Festival in Olomouc as 
well as to perform an evening of Czech 
Baroque music in the Hussite Church. 
 
After that, Professor Sovik will be retiring 
from the university but as he states 
”Unfortunately, the Dean will not allow 

me to escape so easily.  He says that he'll 
be hiring me back to work on "Czech 
stuff" . . . so you're not rid of me just yet. 
I envision a dechovka tour as the next 
event.”  
 

CEFT Awards Presented 

April 28, 2018 
Founding Father Awards and 

Texans of Czech Ancestry 

Award: 

 

CEFT presented two Maresh-Skrivanek-
Kacir Founding Fathers Awards in 2018 – 
one to Director and former Chairman of 
the Board Dr. Clinton Machann, and one 
posthumously to Director Ben Trcalek for 
their tireless work and support of CEFT 
over many years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Excerpt of the "The Cunning Little Vixen" 
performed by the UNT opera company at the 100 
Year Czech Celebration at Baylor University. 

Founding Father’s Award presented posthumously to 
Ben Trcalek, Jr by CEFT Chairman James Sassin and 
accepted by Craig Homeyer. 

Founding Father’s Award presented to former CEFT 
Chairman Dr. Clinton Machann by CEFT Chairman 
James Sassin and CEFT President Woody Smith. 
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CEFT selected Director and Honorary 
Czech Consul of Texas Brian Vanicek as 
the recipient of the 2018 Texans of Czech 
Ancestry (TOCA) Award in La Grange, 
Texas in recognition of his continued 
efforts to promote the awareness of 
Czech culture in Texas.  

 
 
 

 

 

CDR Francis T. Kostohryz, MD  
 

CDR Francis T. 
Kostohryz, MD, 
passed away 
October 2, 2018 
at his home in 
Memphis, TN. He 
was 88. He was 
born December 
13, 1929 in Waco, 
Texas, the only 
child of the 
Reverend Frank J. 

Kostohryz and Mrs. Hermine Hurta Kostohryz. 
Dr. Kostohryz helped fund, and was 
instrumental in establishing the CEFT Frank J. 
& Hermine Hurta Kostohryz Residency in 
Czech Music and Culture at the University of 
North Texas. 

 

Did you know that CEFT not only has a 
website, but is also on Facebook!  Please 
look us up for upcoming events, history, 
programs, articles, past newsletter 
editions, and much more to come! 
 

CEFT Website: 
http://www.ceft.us/ 
Website Master: John Sefcik, 

jgsefcik@sbcglobal.net 

CEFT Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/CEFT-
Czech-Educational-Foundation-of-
Texas-499171830264479/ 
Facebook Administrator:  
Lynette Urbanovsky, lurbanovsky@gmail.com 
Co-Administrators: 
Amy Jurica-Hinnant, ajhinnant@gmail.com 
Cindy P. Belknap, Cindy94ag@gmail.com 
Brian Vanicek, Vanicek@spjst.com 
 

CEFT Officers and 

Program Advisors 
Officers 
Chairman James M. Sassin 

sassinjames@yahoo.com  512-826-7559 

Vice Chairman Amy Jurica Hinnant 

ajhinnant@gmail.com  713-557-4572 

President Woody Smith 

woody@tiec.org 512-342-9270 

Vice President Ray Lenart 

r.lenart@verizon.net 214-394-1962 

Secretary & Legal Advisor 

Paul T. Hlavinka 

pth@flash.net 713-521-1335 

Treasurer Cindy P. Belknap 

Cindy94ag@gmail.com 817-229-8138 

Legal Advisor Daniel Hrna 

dhrna@aol.com  281-564-9800 

Parliamentarian, Donnie S. Victorick 

dv.aggie71@gmail.com 979-272-3265 

Czech Publicity Jan Vaculik 

janvaculik@hotmail.com  254-826-3838 

Eng. Publicity Lynette Urbanovsky 

lurbanovsky@gmail.com 979-450-1820 

VP Membership/Public Relations 

Diane Sulak Wilson 

dsulakwilson@gmail.com 254-495-9995 

Website John Sefcik 

jgsefcik@sbcglobal.net 469-831-2707 

Program Advisors 
University of Texas 

James Sassin  (contact info. above) 

Roger Kolar  rhkolar@gmail.com   

512-453-0642 

Mark Labaj  mark.labaj@utexas.edu   

254-774-8179 

Ray Lenart  (contact info. above) 

Woody Smith  (contact info. above) 
 

Texas A&M University 

Clint Machann  (contact info. above) 

Woody Smith (contact info. above) 

Paul Hlavinka  (contact info. above) 

Lynette Urbanovsky (contact info. 

above) 

Amy Jurica-Hinnant (contact info. 

above) 
  

University of North Texas 

Margaret Klecka  214-352-1824 

Ray Lenart  (contact info. above) 

Clarice Marik Snokhous   
clarices@sbcglobal.net  254-826-3004 

 
 

 

 
 

Featured In This  

Newsletter Edition: 
 From the President Pg. 1 

 From the Chairman Pg. 2 

 Celebrating the Centennial of 

Independence, 1918-2018 Pg. 3 

 Update from the CEFT Texas A&M 

William J. Hlavinka Fellow Pg. 4 

 Spring Czech Language Classes Pg. 5 
 Report of CEFT (Kostohryz and 

Bezdek) Endowments at University 
of North Texas Pg. 6 

 CEFT 2017 Founding Father and 
Texans of Czech Ancestry Awards 
Pg. 7 

 CEFT Condolences Pg. 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CEFT recognized Honorary Consul to the Czech 
Republic Brian Vanicek as our 2018 TOCA Award 
recipient. Pictured here left to right are James Sassin, 
Chairman of CEFT, Brian Vanicek and Texans of 
Czech Ancestry (TOCA) President Kevin Kana.  

Picture of Winter in 
the Czech Republic 
during Christmas 
2018 by CEFT Texas 
A&M  Hlavinka 
Fellow Tereza 
Walsbergerová. 

CEFT Director Clarice 
Snokhous and Indira 
Gumarova at the 100 Year 
Celebration of Czech 
Independence.  

http://www.ceft.us/
https://www.facebook.com/CEFT-Czech-Educational-Foundation-of-Texas-499171830264479/
https://www.facebook.com/CEFT-Czech-Educational-Foundation-of-Texas-499171830264479/
https://www.facebook.com/CEFT-Czech-Educational-Foundation-of-Texas-499171830264479/
mailto:lurbanovsky@gmail.com
mailto:ajhinnant@gmail.com
mailto:Cindy94ag@gmail.com
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