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CHILD PERFORMERS NEEDED!

There was once a beloved newspaper cartoon series about the antics and adventures of 
a fiery Vixen, called The Cunning Little Vixen, (Příhody lišky Bystroušky) which the whole 
Czech nation followed in the early 1920s – a bit like Americans with their love for Charlie 
Brown. Janáček was inspired by this Vixen cartoon series and transformed it into one of 
the most delightful operas ever written.
  
For UNT Opera’s upcoming production of The Cunning Little Vixen, in association with 
the Texas Czech Education Foundation, UNT Opera plans to collaborate with the Vaclav 
Havel Czech School of Dallas to find approximately 16 children, aged 7-10, to sing (in 
English and in Czech!) and act as 16 Foxcubs, including secondary roles as 2 Young 
Vixens (singing), 2 Young Frogs (singing) and 2 Hares (non-singing). All secondary roles 
also appear as Foxcubs. 

Nina Marcussen, Founder of the Vaclav Havel Czech School of Dallas, will be auditioning 
and helping train the child performers for this production. This is a terrific opportunity for 
children to participate in a wonderful, fun event, to work on the musical stage in a fully 
professional but caring environment, and learn a great deal at the same time.  

The opera is relatively short (just shy of two hours) and has two acts; the Young Vixens 
are on at the beginning and the end, the Young Hares are on in the middle, the Young 
Frogs are on at the end, and the Foxcubs are on at the start of Act II roughly 80 minutes 
after the beginning of the show.

The children will be supervised while onstage during stage rehearsals and performances 
by UNT student stage management staff, with one UNT student wrangler also in 
attendance available in the dressing rooms and leading children from dressing rooms to 
the stage. Parents are always welcome, and may want to establish a rotation to supervise
children when they are in rehearsals and in the dressing rooms (so that not all parents 
need to be in attendance all the time).  We suggest 1 parent for every 5 children.  Parents
will need to sign a UNT liability waiver for their children’s participation in the project.

Each child will receive a total of two (2) complimentary tickets, to be used by parents or 
friends for any single UNT performance. 



The collaboration has four phases:

1) Preliminary rehearsals in Dallas at the Czech School 15 Sep – 15 Oct 2018: we 
anticipate, at times to suit the School and parents: 

● 3 music rehearsals of 1 hour duration; and 
● 4 staging rehearsals of 75 mins for all Foxcubs plus another 45 mins for Young 

Vixens, Young Frogs and Young Hares

2) Rehearsals and four performances in Denton for UNT audiences: all times p.m.
a) 2 rehearsal times and days initially negotiable to suit parents, but we 
suggest:

Sunday 28 October
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. Rehearsal in theater

Thursday 1 November
4:00-5:30 Rehearsal in theater

b) rehearsal times and days not easily negotiable:
Saturday 3 November

7:00-11:00 Piano Dress #1; rehearse children’s scenes first
9:00 children released

Sunday 4 November
7:00-11:00 Piano Dress #2; rehearse children’s scenes first
9:00 children released

Tuesday 6 November
7:00-10:00 Orchestra Dress #1

Wednesday 7 November
7:00-10:00 Orchestra Dress #2

Thursday 8 November
7:30 Performance #1

Friday 9 November
7:30 Performance #2 

Saturday 10 November
7:30 Performance #3 

Sunday 11 November
3:00 Performance  #4 



3) brush-up rehearsal and one performance in Denton for the Czech Educational 
Foundation of Texas Festival audience:

Wednesday 28 November 
7:00 - 10:00 Dress Rehearsal for Performance in Czech

Thursday 29 November 
7:00 – 9:00 Brush-up rehearsal

Saturday 1 December
7:30 Single Performance

4) Performance of Scenes only (not the whole opera) sung in Czech language for 
audience of Vaclav Havel Czech School of Dallas and local Czech Educational 
Foundation of Texas friends

Saturday 8 December
4:00 performance at Sokol Dallas, 7448 Greenville Ave, Dallas.  Children
will need to be at the hall by 2:30 for a brush-up rehearsal.


